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Outward  Difficulties  of  the  Mission. 

The  brethren  continued  to  suffer  great  extremi- 
ties, in  the  early  years  of  the  Mission,  for  want  of 
food.  They  were  often  driven  to  allay  the  crav- 
ings of  hunger  with  shell-fish  and  sea- weed  :  they 
had  recourse  even  to  the  remnants  of  tallow-can- 
dies, and  thought  themselves  happy  when  they 
could  procure  some  train-oil  to  mix  up  with  their 
scanty  morsel  of  oat- meal.  The  severity  of  their 
trials,  at  the  end  of  1735,  may  be  judged  of  by 
the  following  statement — 

Before  the  departure  of  the  ship,  they 
were  pressed  by  every  one  to  take  their 
passage  in  it  to  Europe ;  and  to  return,  if 
possible,  the  next  year.  Even  the  Green- 
landers,  who  seldom  trouble  themselves 
"with  reflection,  wondered  much  what 
could  induce  the  brethren  to  remain 
among  them.  Their  resolute  persever- 
ance only  excited  the  contempt  of  these 
savages;  who  knew  no  other  estimate  of 
a  person's  value,  than  his  wealth  and  his 
ability  to  give  much  away.  "  Your  coun- 
trymen," they  would  say,  "  are  worthless 
people,  for  they  have  sent  you  nothing; 
and  you  are  not  wise  if  you  do  not  re- 
turn." 

Their  difficulties  and  the  gracious  care  of  God 
over  them,  are  seen  in  the  following  passage — 

Meanwhile  God  cared  for  their  neces- 
sities. Among  the  rest,  the  boatmen  found 
a  dead  white  whale,  and  shared  it  with 
the  brethren.  On  another  occasion,  after 
they  had  eaten  nothing  but  shell-fish  for 
five  days,  a  Greenlander  left  them  a  por- 

Vo3u  IV.  '^41 


poise,  taken  from  the  belly  of  its  dam, 
which  was  enough  for  a  meal.  Once,  af- 
ter an  unsuccessful  chase,  they  were  forc- 
ed by  a  contrary  wind  upon  a  desolate 
island,  and  obliged  to  lodge  there  all 
night :  here  they  espied  an  eagle  sitting 
on  the  nest,  and  shot  it :  after  some  trou- 
ble they  got  at  the  nest,  and  in  it  found 
four  large  eggs,  besides  the  bird,  which 
w  eighed  twelve  pounds :  it  also  supplied 
them  with  a  quantity  of  quills,  an  article 
of  which  they  were  much  in  want.  In  all 
their  external  distresses,  the  examples  of 
Elijah  and  Elisha  afforded  them  the  most 
emphatical  consolation. 

Unfavourable  State  of  the  J^atives. 

The  ingratitude  and  cruelly  of  the  natives  to  the 
Missionaries  greatly  aggravated  their  sufferings. 
Crantz  says — 

When  the  savages  perceived  their  ne- 
cessitous condition,  they  not  only  raised 
the  price  of  their  wares,  but  most  of  them, 
especially  such  as  had  received  the  great- 
est benefits  from  the  brethren,  would  sell 
them  nothing  on  any  terms. 

He  adds,  soon  after — 

The  scarcity  of  food  increased  as  the 
winter  advanced ;  and  very  little  was  to 
be  procured  from  the  Greenlanders,  who 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  curtail  the 
luxury  of  their  dancing-feasts.  On  one 
such  occasion,  the  brethren  witnessed  the 
consumption  of  eleven  seals ;  yet  the  most 
earnest  entreaties  could  not  move  the  dis^ 
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gusting  revellers  to  part  with  a  single 
morsel. 

To  these  acts  of  cruelty  were  added  perverse 
opposition,  insults,  and  mockeries.  Tlie  spirit  and 
conduct  of  the  natives  in  1736  are  tlius  described : 
The  Greenlanders  sometimes  had  not 
time  to  listen,  on  account  of  their  business 
or  a  dancing  match  :  at  other  times  they 
would  hear  nothing  but  news ;  and  told 
the  brethren  that  they  had  heard  enough 
already  of  spiritual  things  from  abler  in- 
structers.  At  the  same  time,  they  were 
not  only  volatile  and  trifling  under  instruc- 
tion, but,  in  case  the  brethren  stopped 
more  than  one  night  in  their  houses,  used 
all  possible  means  to  entice  them  to  con- 
formity with  their  dissolute  practices; 
and  as  these  did  not  succeed,  but  the  bre- 
thren maintained  their  serious  deport- 
ment, they  endeavoured  to  tire  them  out 
by  mocking  their  reading,  singing,  and 
praying,  with  all  kinds  of  ridiculous  mi- 
micry, or  by  accompanying  their  devo- 
tional exercises  with  drums.  They  also 
took  occasion,  from  their  outward  pover- 
ty, to  ridicule  them  with  all  manner  of 
cutting  sarcasms,  which  the  brethren  had 
by  this  time  learned  to  understand  ;  and 
if  the  latter  replied  that  they  did  not  stay 
in  Greenland  for  the  sake  of  outward  ad- 
vantages, good  eating  or  drinking,  they  re- 
torted with  a  jeer,  "  Fme  fellows  indeed 
to  be  our  teachers  !  We  know  very  w  ell 
that  you  yourselves  are  ignorant,  and 
have  learned  your  lessons  of  others." 

The  brethren  bore  these  rude  mocke- 
ries with  equanimity.  But  when  the  sava- 
ges perceived  that  they  could  efTect  no- 
thing in  this  way,  they  began  to  insult 
and  abuse  the  persons  of  the  Missionaries. 
They  pelted  them  with  stones,  for  sport 
— took  their  things,  and  shattered  them 
to  pieces — and  tried  to  spoil  their  boat, 
or  drive  it  out  to  sea.  One  night  the  bre- 
thren heard  a  noise  on  the  outside  of  their 
tent;  and  perceived  that  some  one  was 
pulling  its  curtains,  which  were  fastened 
with  pins.  On  going  out  they  beheld  a 
company  of  Greenlanders  collected  about 
the  tent,  some  of  whom  had  naked  knives 
in  their  hands,  and  could  not  be  driven  off 
till  threatened  with  fire-arms.  The  bre- 
thren supposed,  at  that  tinae,  that  they 
came  only  to  cut  their  tent-skins  to  pie- 


ces ;  but,  some  years  after,  when  a  num- 
ber of  Greenlanders  in  these  parts  were 
converted,  they  were  informed  that  a  con- 
spiracy had  been  set  on  foot  against  their 
lives,  in  hopes  that  the  other  Europeans 
would  not  revenge  the  death  of  such  poor 
despised  people. 
In  1737,  it  is  added— 

Five  long  years  of  continued  toil  and 
hardship  had  passed  away  without  any 
appearance  of  success ;  and  it  had  already 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  brethren, 
that  their  unproductive  labours  were  a 
subject  of  ridicule  to  many  persons  in 
their  native  country. 

The  present  prospect  was,  indeed,  drea- 
ry and  comfortless.  The  Greenlanders 
who  came  from  a  distance  were  ignorant 
and  stupid;  and  the  little  which  they 
could  hear  in  a  short  visit  was  soon  effa- 
ced by  the  hurry  of  a  migra  ory  life.  In 
those  who  resided  at  Ball's  River,  the  on- 
ly change  that  could  be  perceived  was  for 
the  worse :  they  were  tired  and  disgusted, 
and  hardened  against  the  truth.  They  re- 
solved to  lend  their  hearing  rio  longer,  ex- 
cept for  a  bribe.  To  any  kind  of  news 
they  listened  with  delight ;  and  could  bear 
to  hear  interesting  Scripture  narratives, 
and  accounts  of  miracles ;  but  as  soon  as 
the  Missionaries  began  to  discourse  on  the 
nature  and  attributes  of  God,  the  fall 
and  corruption  of  the  soul,  God's  wrath 
against  sin,  the  necessity  of  an  atonement, 
faith  and  grace,  the  sanctification  of  the 
disordered  creature,  and  eternal  happiness 
or  misery,  they  grew  sleepy,  answered 
every  question  with  a  "  Yes,"  and  slunk 
away  one  by  one;  or  else  they  showed 
open  marks  of  displeasure,  and  began  to 
talk  of  seal-catching ;  or  they  pleaded 
their  incapacity  of  understanding  the 
truths  proposed.  "  Show  us  the  God  that 
you  describe,"  they  said :  "  then  we  will 
believe  on  him,  and  obey  him.  You  re- 
present him  as  too  high  and  incompre- 
hensible :  how  shall  we  arrive  at  him  ?  or 
how  can  he  trouble  himself  about  us? 
We  have  invoked  him,  when  faint  and 
hungry,  and  were  not  heard.  What  you 
say  of  him  cannot  be  true:  or,  if  you 
know  him  better  than  we,  pray  for  us ; 
and  procure  for  us  a  sufficiency  of  food,  a 
sound  body,  and  a  dry  house :  that  is  all 
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we  want.    Our  soul  is  healthy  already  : 

you  are  of  a  different  race  from  us :  peo- 
ple in  your  country  may  have  diseased 
souls ;  and  from  the  instances  we  see  of 
them,  we  can  believe,  that  for  them  a  phy- 
sician of  souls  may  be  necessary.  Your 
heaven,  and  your  spiritual  joys  and  feli- 
cities, may  be  good  enough  for  you,  but 
they  would  be  too  tedious  for  us.  We 
roust  have  seals,  fishes,  and  birds.  Our 
souls  can  no  more  subsist  without  them 
than  our  bodies :  we  shall  not  find  these 
in  your  paradise,  which  we  will,  there- 
fore, leave  to  you  and  the  worthless  part 
of  our  countrymen  ;  but,  as  for  us,  we  will 
go  down  to  T(»rngarsuk — there  we  shall 
find  a  superfluity  of  all  things,  and  enjoy 
them  without  trouble." 

By  such  arguments  did  they  endeavour 
to  ward  off  every  thing  that  was  calcula- 
ted to  make  an  impression  on  their  hearts 
— not  sparing,  unless  they  were  checked, 
the  most  sacred  mysteries  of  religion,  in 
mockery  too  profane  to  be  repeated  :  for 
the  most  stupid  Greenlander  can  misuse 
his  understanding,  as  well  as  his  superiors 
in  intellect. 

Matthew  Stach's  account  of  a  residence  of  a 
moDtb  among  the  natives  to  the  southward,  is  a 
lively  representation  of  the  painful  circumstances 
under  which  he  and  his  brethren  were  called  to 
labour — 

iNly  hosts  are  extremely  changeable  in 
their  conduct — sometimes  friendly, some- 
times morose.  At  first,  I  conversed  much 
with  them,  and  occasionally  read  them  a 
passage  from  the  New  Testament  ;  but 
now  their  desire  of  hearing  is  gone.  I 
have  told  them  the  reason  why  the  Son 
of  God  was  obliged  to  die  ;  but  they  only 
desire  me  to  go  out  with  them,  and  call 
upon  God's  Son  to  give  them  seals,  be- 
cause they  are  in  want 

All  I  say  to  them  of  divine  things  is 
made  matter  of  chit-chat  and  laughter: 
on  the  contrary,  they  extol  their  angekoks, 
who  can  vanish  out  of  sight,  glide  along 
an  invisible  rope  to  heaven  and  hell,  and 
rescue  the  incarcerated  seals  from  the  in- 
fernal demon :  when  I  point  out  the  ab- 
surdity of  these  tales,  they  angrily  bid  me 
hold  my  peace,  and  turn  their  backs  upon 
me.  At  other  times  they  w  ill  tell  me  that 
they  beheve  all  I  say,  and  would  have  me 


to  stay  longer  with  them,  and  learn  their 
language,  that  1  may  tell  them  more ;  but 
these  fits  of  good- will  are  very  transient. 

On  one  occasion  they  danced  two 
whole  nights  successively.  I  believe  there 
were  one  hundred  and  fifty  people  assem- 
bled together  in  the  house :  some  of  them 
tried  every  thing  to  vex  me;  and  they 
drummed  and  bellowed  so  horribly  during 
the  dancing  that  my  ears  ached.  The 
next  day  it  rained  violently:  then  they 
begged  me  to  pray  to  the  Son  of  God, 
because  he  was  Almighty,  to  send  them 
good  weather,  that  the  rain  might  not  pe- 
netrate through  the  roof.  I  told  them 
there  was  no  necessity  to  pray  for  that,  as 
they  might  prevent  the  inconvenience  by 
spreading  their  tent  skins  upon  the  roof: 
they  should  rather  pray  to  God  to  be  gra- 
cious to  their  souls.  They  scouted  ray 
advice,  and  said  they  understood  nothing 
about  it,  nor  did  they  need  it ;  though  for 
myself,  perhaps,  it  might  be  very  good; 
and,  in  general,  they  speak  contemptuous- 
ly and  spitefully  of  all  that  they  have 
heard  and  professed  to  believe.  They  fre- 
quently ask  questions,  which  sound  very 
foolish,  and  yet  involve  sarcasms  on 
Christian  truths.  My  soul  is  often  in  a 
flame  when  they  mock  my  God. 

How  ever,  the  children  all  love  me,  and 
run  after  me :  sometimes  I  call  them  to- 
gether, speak  with  them,  and  ask  them 
questions.  They  listen  with  pleasure;  hut 
it  is  difficult  to  keep  up  their  attention ; 
and  as  soon  as  some  new  object  catches 
their  eye,  away  they  run  after  it. 

As  I  was  one  day  reading  to  a  Green- 
lander,  there  occurred  the  words,  "We 
should  despise  earthly  things:"  he  imme- 
diately said,  "  Why  so  ?"  I  informed  him 
that  God  had  created  mankind,  not  only 
for  this  earthly  life,  but  for  an  everlasting 
state  of  existence  ;  and  that  it  was  the  un- 
happy effect  of  the  Fall,  that  men  con- 
cerned themselves  solely  for  the  body, 
careless  of  the  imperishable  soul,  and  of 
that  doom  which  awaits  them  when 
Christ  shall  come  to  judge  the  world,  and 
shall  conduct  those  Avho  believe  to  hea- 
ven, but  shall  consign  the  wicked  and 
unbelieving  to  fire  unquenchable.  The 
Greenlander  replied,  "  If  the  Son  of  God 
be  such  a  terrible  Being,  I  do  not  wish  to 
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go  to  heaven."  I  asked  him  if  he  would 
go  to  hell-fire?  He  answered,  No:  he 
would  not  go  thither  either,  but  would 
stay  here  upon  earth.  "When  I  represent- 
ed to  him  that  no  man  cao  stay  for  ever 
upon  earth,  but  all  must  die  and  remove 
to  a  good  or  bad  place,  he  mused  awhile, 
and  th(^n  said  he  did  not  knovy  that,  nor 
did  he  like  to  hear  any  more  about  it — he 
must  go  a  fishing:  his  wife  had  no  provi- 
sions ;  and  he  had  no  ears  for  such  incom- 
prehensible things. 

Faith  and  Patience  of  the  Brethren. 

Cranlz  thus  speaks  of  the  Missionaries,  at  the 
close  of  1735  and  the  beginning  of  1736 — 

The  brethren  were  sometimes  oppress- 
ed by  an  unusual  gloom,  when  in  the 
company  of  the  unbelieving  natives;  be- 
ing made  painfully  sensible  of  the  thick- 
ness of  that  darkness  which  covered  their 
hearts  and  minds;  but  they  adhered  to 
the  Word  of  promise,  and  believed  that 
their  heavenly  Father  would  never  for- 
sake them.  "  We  cf)mmit  our  ways  to  th^ 
Lord,"  they  write  in  tlieir  journal :  "  We 
know  not  what  He  intends  to  do  with  us, 
and  as  little  do  we  comprehend  what  His 
secret  hand  has  been  doing  among  the 
Heathen.  We  can  only  observe  that  other 
trials  wait  us:  yv.t  we  believe  that  the  is- 
sue will  be  truly  prosperous;  and  that 
when  He  has  proved  us  thoroughly,  and 
found  us  faithful,  He  will  not  fail  to  let  us 
see  His  glory." 

In  this  light  the  brethren  beheld  their 
circumstances  at  the  beginning  of  1736, 
and  put  themselves  in  a  posture  to  oppose 
more  and  severer  trials  :  fixing  their  con- 
fidence in  God,  though  unacquainted  with 
the  means  by  which  He  might  choose  to 
accomplish  their  preservation. 

About  the  micldUj  of  1736,  the  Mission  was 
strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  Matthew  Stach's 
mother,  now  become  a  widow  ;  with  two  daugh- 
ters, one  of  22  3'ears  and  the  other  of  12.  They 
were  sent  chiefly  to  take  the  charge  of  the  do- 
mestic concerns :  as,  in  addition  to  the  charge, 
Matthew  Stach's  sitters  were  appointed  assistants 
in  serving  the  Greenland  women  in  the  gospel,  he 
instructed  them  with  much  assiduity  in  the  lan- 
guage ;  in  which  they  both,  and  espet  ialiy  the 
younger,  made  an  unexpected  proficiency. 

Th«  spirit  in  which  the  brethren  continued  to 


labour  is  shown  in  a  letter  written  about  the  mid* 
die  of  1738— 

How  does  it  abase  us,  when  we  receive 
accounts  of  the  success  of  our  fellow- 
labourers  among  Christians  and  Heathens, 
and  especially  of  the  abundant  harvest 
now  reaping  in  St.  Thomas,  while  we 
must  go  empty  awaj' !  But  courage, 
dear  brethren !  Let  us  believe  that  the 
Lord  will  do  glorious  things  in  Greenland. 
Do  not  intermit  your  supplications  that 
God  would  display  His  power  in  the 
hearts  of  these  poor  people. 
First  Awakenings  and  Baptisms  among 
the  Greenlanders. 
About  the  middle  of  1736,  the  missionaries  thus 
speak  of  their  first  inquirer : — 

A  Heathen,  who  arrived  this  spring 
from  a  place  ,'>0  leagues  distant  in  the 
south,  came  to  us,  and  desired  to  see  our 
things.  We  showed  him  what  we  had, 
supposing  that  he  wished  to  barter  some 
Greenland  food  for  our  iron-ware.  But 
after  remaining  quite  silent  for  some  time, 
he  at  last  said  that  he  had  been  with  the 
minister,  (Mr.  Egede,)  who  had  told  him 
wonderful  things  of  owe,  who  was  said 
to  have  created  heaven  and  earth,  and 
was  called  God.  Did  we  know  any  thing 
about  it  ?  if  we  did,  we  should  tell  him 
somethmg  more,  as  he  had  forgotten  a 
good  deal.  This  discourse  made  a  deep 
impression  on  us.  We  told  him  of  the 
creation  of  man,  and  the  intention  of  it — 
of  the  fall,  and  consequent  corruption  of 
the  human  race— of  the  redemption 
through  Christ — of  the  resurrection,  and 
of  eternal  happiness  and  damnation.  He 
listened  very  attentively,  was  present  at 
our  evening  meeting,  and  slept  all  night 
in  our  tent. 

Of  their  next  promising  inquirer,  Crantz  thus 
speaks  in  the  beginning  of  1738 : — 

Many  hungry  visiters,  as  usual,  applied 
for  assistance.  In  these  they  took  par- 
ticular pains  to  discover  some  traces  of 
grief  for  sins  committed  ;  but,  so  dead 
were  their  consciences,  that  even  thieves, 
to  whom  they  explained  at  large  the 
enormity  of  their  crime,  were  presently 
caught  again  in  all  sorts  of  theft.  Among 
their  famished  guests  was  a  young  Green- 
lander,  called  Mangek,  who  offered  to 
come  and  live  with  them,  if  they  would 
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maintain  him;  promising,  at  tiie  same 
time,  to  give  them  all  the  seals  that  he 
caught.  Thi»uo;h  it  was  not  prohahle  that 
he  uould  proloiig  his  stny  after  the  fa- 
mine ceased,  they  took  him  in,  as  an  in- 
strument sent  from  ahove,  to  teach  them 
the  language  more  fundamentally.  Daily 
instruction  xvn^  given  him,  and  particular 
attention  paid  to  the  state  of  his  heart. 
At  first  they  perceived  no  difference  be- 
tween him  and  his  former  companions  ; 
but,  by  and  bye,  observed  from  his  de- 
portment, that  something  was  going  for- 
ward in  his  heart,  u  hich  led  the  others  to 
persecute  him,  who,  after  finding  all  al- 
lurements vain,  endeavoured  to  bring 
about  his  dismissal  from  the  brethren,  by 
charging  him  with  having  purloined  seve- 
ral articles  ;  but,  after  strict  examination, 
they  were  forced  to  own  that  they  had 
invented  their  accusation.  By  degrees, 
6ome  emotions  were  perceived  in  his 
heart,  and  it  was  noticed  that,  especially 
during  prayers,  tears  frequently  started 
from  his^eyes. 

Though  this  young  man  afterwards  left 
them,  yet  his  partial  awakening  afforded 
them  considerable  refreshment,  and  seem- 
ed a  sort  of  guarantee  that  the  Redeemer 
would  soon  display  the  power  of  His 
blood  in  the  hearts  of  the  benighted 
Greenlanders. 

But  the  first  decided  fruit  of  the  brethren's  la- 
bouis  was  afforded  in  the  middle  of  173  .  In  re- 
ference to  the  letter  above  quoted,  expressive  of 
their  humble  trust  in  God,  Crantz  writes  ;— 

Two  days  after  this  letter  was  sent  ofi*, 
the  first  Greenlander,  a  wild  native  of  the 
south,  quite  unknown  to  the  brethren, 
and  who  had  never  heard  a  word  about 
God,  was  solidly  awakened  by  the  doc- 
trine of  Jesus's  sufferings. 

This  native  was  named  Kajamak.  The  circum. 
stances  attending  his  awakening  were  remarkable, 
It  was  the  simple  narrative  of  Christ's  sufferings, 
read  I'rom  the  Gospels  by  brother  Beck,  which  was 
the  means  of  effectually  moving  the  heart  of  Ka- 
jamak. 

He  and  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  with  a 
son  and  a  daughter,  were  taken  under  special  in- 
struction preparatory  to  baptism,  and  were  ad- 
Hiitted  into  the  Christian  Church,  the  first  fruits  of 
the  mission,  on  Easter  Sunday,  1739. 

Kajamfidc  becftroe  an  intelligent  and  consistent 


Christian,  and  greatly  assisted  the  missionaries 
among  his  countrymen. 

Progress  of  the  Gospel. 

The  awakening  which  had  begun  with  Kajar- 
nak's  conversion  gamed  strength  during  the  fol- 
lowing year.  The  seventy  of  the  winter  had 
drawn  the  Greenlanders  near  the  brethren  for 
subsistence,  which  they  were  now  happily  enabled 
to  render  to  them.    Crantz  says,  on  this  subject — 

The  brethren  had  now  then- two  Green- 
land houses  completely  crowded  with 
these  people.  They  embraced  the  op- 
portunity to  address  themselves  to  their 
hearts,  and  the  attention  perceived  in  se- 
veral showed  that  these  exhortations  were 
not  altogether  without  effect.  "How 
long,"  said  they,  "have  we  and  our  fa- 
thers neither  known  nor  believed  the 
truth!  Who  would  still  refuse  to  hear 
and  embrace  it  ?" 

The  brethren,  on  this  occasion,  gratefully 
acknowledged  the  favourable  change  in 
their  outward  circumstances.  Two  years 
ago,  they  thought  themselves  happy  if 
they  could  buy  such  hones  or  offal  as  the 
Greenlanders  were  ready  to  throw  away; 
now  they  had  continually  15  or  20  hun- 
gry persons  standing  round  them,  and  fed 
from  their  table. 

The  brethren  now  made  numerous  ex- 
cursions. The  natives,  in  general,  showed 
greater  relish  for  then*  company,  the  bre- 
thren being  now  able  to  express  them- 
selves more  intelligibly  in  their  language, 
and  to  enter  into  familiar  couversaticm 
with  them.  The  testimony  of  the  truth 
was  often  attended  with  considerable 
emotion  among  the  hearers ;  but,  as  long 
as  they  were  strangers  to  the  true  life  that 
proceedeth  from  God,  their  understand- 
ings were  extremely  clouded.  They  had 
learned  from  visible  things  to  own  an  in- 
visible Creator,  to  fear  Him,  and  to  call 
upon  Him  for  the  supply  of  their  natural 
wants :  but,  to  representations  of  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  soul,  the  necessity  of  a  re- 
novation, and  of  faith  in  Jesus,  they  re- 
turned their  customary  affirmation,  "  We 
believe  it  all;"  the  import  of  which,  as 
the  brethren  were  by  this  time  aware, 
was,  that  they  were  unwilling  to  be  trou- 
bled any  further  on  the  subj«^ct.  Even 
where  some  degree  of  reflection  was  ex- 
cited, it  generally  issued,  not  in  ai  whole* 
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some  self-knowlodp^e  and  fervent  longing 
after  a  Redet  mer,  but  inriirious  q(j»'stions, 
difficult  ti»  be  cleared  up  t(»  a  raw  uncul- 
tivated understanding,  a..d  of  no  practi- 
cal utility.  Or»e,  for  instance,  asked  if 
God  could  n»»t  hear  the  serpent  speaking 
to  E\e,  and  if  He  could,  why  did  He  not 
warn  her  of  the  danger,  and  prevent  the 
Fall  ? 

Of  the  great  need  in  which  this  people  stood  of 
the  Gospel,  the  following  shocking  circumstance  is 
sufficient  evidence-  The  missionaries  saw  man}' 
like  barbarous  actions,  but  had  no  power  to  pre- 
vent them — 

A  son  had,  according  to  the  Greenland 
custom,  tied  up  his  naother,  who  had  ap- 
parentlj'  breathed  her  last,  in  a  skin.  An 
hour  after,  she  began  to  utter  lamentable 
screams.  Fear  hushed  the  Greenhujders 
into  silence,  but,  on  the  urgent  persua- 
sions of  one  of  the  missionai  les,  the  son 
uoct)vered  her  face,  and  asked  her  if  she 
•was  re.illy  still  alive  ;  no  answer  being 
returned,  he  tied  her  up  again.  Some 
time  after,  the  cries  were  repealed,  on 
which  her  son  put  a  piere  of  Mubber  into 
her  mouth,  which  she  swallowed,  but  as 
she  could  not  speak,  he  once  m«>re  closed 
the  shroud.  When  she  raised  her  outcry 
the  third  time,  and  answered  his  question, 
he  reluctantly  consented  to  release  her. 
The  poor  wretch,  however,  was  not  long 
suffered  to  enjoy  this  reprieve  :  her  un- 
natural ofifsjjring  seized  his  opportunity  to 
gag  her,  and  convey  her  untn»ticed  to  an- 
other island,  secure  from  fear  of  inter- 
ruption, where  he  buried  her  alive  This 
cruelty  he  afterwards  palliated,  by  saying 
that  he  had  merely  put  an  end  to  her 
miser},  as  she  had  been  deranged,  and 
unable  to  t;ike  any  food  for  several  days. 

It  is  added — 

Painfully  as  these  proofs  of  the  mise- 
rably degraded  and  obdurate  state  of  the 
natives  in  general  affected  the  feelings  of 
the  missionaries,  they  derived  abundant 
consolation  from  the  prosperity  of  Ka- 
jarnak  and  the  rest  of  their  catechumens. 
They  plainly  traced  in  them,  not  only  a 
real  consciousness  of  a  Deity,  but  a  pro- 
found reverence  for  Him ;  not  only  a  com- 
pliance with  the  doctrines  of  a  future  re- 
surrection and  eternal  happiness  for  be- 
lievers, but  deep  views  of  their  misery, 


joy  in  the  love  of  God,  as  displayed  in 
Christ's  atonement,  and  an  increasing  de- 
sire for  the  Wtjrd  of  Life.  The  work  of 
grace  had  taken  deep  root  in  their  hearts, 
and  evinced  its  power  in  a  change  of  life, 
voluntary  renunciation  of  the  follies  of 
paganism,  and  a  cheerful  endurance  of 
the  mockery  of  their  infidel  acquaintance, 
by  w  hom  they  were  forsaken,  hated,  and 
contemned. 

The  state  of  the  mission  at  the  close  of  1739  is 
thus  described — 

Having  now  collected  a  considerable 
native  congregation,  the  brethren  could 
proceed  to  hold  regular  hours,  morning 
and  evening,  for  sniging  hymns  and  for 
catechising.  The  beneficial  effects  were  » 
soon  perceived.  Most  of  the  hearers 
readily  consented  to  throw  away  their 
amul.  ts,  and  place  their  confidence  alone 
in  God.  Still,  much  levity  and  incon- 
stancy marked  their  conduct.  At  one 
time  they  were  sleepy  and  indifferent 
during  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  ;  at 
another,  their  attention  was  awake  and 
lively,  and  they  were  eager  to  become 
pious  all  at  once.  Indeed,  it  gave  the 
missionaries  no  small  trouble  to  impress 
upon  them  the  evidences  and  w  orkings  of 
a  genuine  faith,  as  distinct  from  mere  ap- 
probation. Yet  it  was  pleasing  to  observe 
the  general  willingness  to  be  taught,  and 
the  children  in  particular,  six  of  whom 
were  formed  into  a  school,  gave  promise 
of  better  times. 

Change  in  the  Mode  of  Religious  Instruc- 
Hon. 

The  manner  of  Kajarnak's  conversion  led  the 
brethren  to  an  important  change  in  their  method 
of  instructing  the  natives.  In  reference  to  Mat- 
thew Stach's  account,  before  quoted,  of  his  resi- 
dence among  the  southern  Greenlanders,  Crantz 
remarks — 

So  little  effect  was  produced  on  the 
(Jreenlnnders  by  dwelling  on  the  divine 
attributes,  eternal  happiness  or  misery, 
and  the  Christian  duties  !  Something 
else  was  requisite — something  which  must 
be  given  from  above,  and  received  in  true 
simplicity  and  lowliness. 

On  this  sul>ject  it  is  remarked  in  the  memoir  of 
our  missionary,  printed  in  the  periodica!  ac- 
counts— 

Jd  the  beginning,  their  method  of 
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preaching  the  gospel  was  very  defective, 
consisting  of  much  argument ;  but,  after 
having  received  more  light  on  this  head, 
they  were  most  agreeably  surprised  to 
see  the  blessed  effects  produced  by  the 
plain  testimony  of  the  life,  sufferings,  and 
death  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Saviour  i«f  the 
world.  This  is  evidently  proved  in  the 
history  of  the  first  Greenlander  convert, 
Samuel  Kajarnak,  whom  our  late  brother 
had  the  joy  to  baptize  on  the  29th  of 
March,  1739,  being  in  the  seventh  year  of 
his  abode  in  Greenland. 
CraDtz  adds — 

The  eighth  year  of  the  mission  was 
signalized  by  the  important  change  which 
took  place  in  the  mode  of  conducting  it. 
Though  the  brethren,  as  we  have  seen, 
acknowledged  the  principle  that  their 
grand  object  ought  to  be  Jesus  Christ, 
and  their  main  doctrine  the  purification 
from  sins  through  His  blood,  they  had 
not  steadily  acted  upon  it — their  sincere 
resolves,  according  to  their  own  expres- 
sion, miscarrying  in  the  execution  for 
want  of  unanimity  Experience  had  now 
added  its  testimony,  that  the  only  efficient 
means  of  touching,  the  hearts  of  the  sa- 
vages was,  not  to  insist,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, on  such  truths  as  the  unity  of  God, 
the  creation,  and  the  fall — a  method 
which,  though  it  appears  in  theory  to  be 
the  most  rational  that  can  be  adopted, 
proved,  in  effect,  to  be  a  bar  to  their  con- 
version ;  but  to  proclaim  to  them  the 
news  of  their  Creator's  assuming  human- 
ity, in  order  to  redeem  His  fallen  crea- 
tures, and  His  purchasing  and  winning 
them  with  His  own  precious  blood,  and 
with  His  innocent  suffering  and  dying. 
This  spread  and  kindled  like  a  fire  from 
the  Lord,  softened  their  obdurate  minds, 
illuminated  their  dark  spirits,  and  infused 
a  vital  energy  into  their  torpid  hearts. 
The  brethren,  therefore,  resoKed  to  know 
nothing  among  the  Heathen  but  Jesus 
Christ  the  Crucified,  and  to  confine  their 
future  efforts  to  the  simple  narrative  and 
profitable  application  of  His  meritorious 
incarnation,  life,  sufferings,  and  death. 
By  their  more  frequent  communication 
with  Europe,  they  also  shared  in  that  in- 
creased clearness  which  the  Church  at 


home  had  attained,  respecting  the  all-suf- 
ficient merits  of  our  Redeemer,  and  could, 
consequently,  urge  the  doctrines  of  grace 
more  freely  and  effectually  upon  the 
Greenlanders. 

Return  of  Maiiheio  Stack  to  Europe. 

The  memoir  thus  reviews  the  mission,  and 
speaks  of  M.  Stach's  return  from  his  first  residence 
in  Greenland — 

Whoever  reads  the  history  of  Green- 
land with  attention,  cannot  but  be  sensible 
that  these  brethren  were  put  to  very  se- 
vere trials  of  their  faith,  especially  during 
the  first  six  years  of  their  abode  there. 
They  were  persons  of  no  more  than  com- 
mon school  education,  and  yet,  before 
they  could  preach  the  gospel  to  the  Green- 
landers,  they  had  to  make  themselves 
masters  of  th^.  language,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  diffirult  to  learn.  The  small- 
pox, which  threatened  the  destruction  of 
the  Greenland  nation,  their  own  bodily 
sufferings  from  the  ^severity  ol  the  climate, 
and,  above  all,  the  ridicule  and  contempt 
with  which  the  gospel  was  treated,  and 
the  dangers  which  they  encountered  in 
visiting  the  Heathen,  were  circumstances 
requiring  no  small  degree  of  faith  and  con- 
fidence in  our  Almighty  Saviour.  Our  late 
brother  Stach  abounded  particularly  in 
faith  and  reliance  upon  God's  Providence, 
protection,  and  support;  and  his  conversa- 
tion proved  no  small  encouragement  to 
the  rt-st,  when  they  were  ready  to  sink 
under  their  burden.  In  1740  he  returned 
to  Europe,  and  was  present  at  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  at  Marienborn,  where  he  gave 
a  very  minute  detail  of  all  circumstances 
relating  to  the  Greenland  mission.  Feb. 
4th,  1741,  he  married  a  sister  at  Hern- 
haag,  and  went  from  thence  to  Geneva. 
He  then  visiied  our  congregations  and 
Societies  in  different  parts  of  Germany — 
was  ordained  a  presbyter  of  the  church 
of  the  brethren  ni  Marienborn,  Dec.  12th 
— and.  the  day  following,  set  out  on  his 
return  to  Greenland.  During  his  abode 
of  three  months  in  Copenhagen,  he  ob- 
tained from  his  Danish  majesty  the  re- 
dress of  several  grievances,  and  was  con- 
firmed by  him  as  a  missionary  to  the 
Greenlanders. 

(To  be  continued. ) 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NORTHERN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 


PRESENTKD  AT  THK   ANNUAL  MEETING,  IN  THE   SESSION-ROOM  OF  THE  FIRST 
PRESBYTtRlAN   CHURCH   IN   ALBANY  —  SEPTEMBER   10,  1823. 

That  the  principal  topic  embraced  in  this  report  may  be  the  better  un- 
derstood, we  shall  first  present  a  few  brief  extracts  from  the  minutes  of 
the  Society  at  two  previous  meetings. 


Extracts  from  the  Minutes,  Aug.  7,  1823. 

Dr.  Milledoler  of  New-York,  one  of 
the  agents  of  the  United  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society,  was  introduced,  and  stat- 
ed the  pressing  wants  of  tlie  Society 
which  he  represented.  Several  commu- 
nications from  the  Society,  which  were 
read  hy  the  secretary  at  the  last  mreting, 
were  also  now  read,  and  the  reply  tn  the 
overtures  of  this  Society  to  become  aux- 
iliary to  the  United  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  and  to  convey  to  it  all  its  funds, 
was  rrad  and  considered.  After  some 
deliberation  and  discussion,  it  was,  on 
motion, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  papers  relating 
to  the  overtures  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
John  I.  Ostrander,  Mr.  Ludlow,  and  Dr. 
Chester,  to  report  on  Tuesday  next  to 
this  Society,  at  its  adjourned  meeting. 

Whereas  there  is  a  negociation  pending 
between  the  Northern  Missionary  Socie- 
ty and  the  United  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  to  transfer  all  the  funds,  fee.  of 
the  former  into  the  hands  of  the  latter, 
and  as  there  is  little  doubt  but  those  oe- 
gociations  will  eventuate  in  the  transfer  of 
all  the  funds  of  the  Northern  Missionary 
Society  into  the  hands  of  the  United  Fo- 
reign Missionary  Society.  And  whereas 
it  has  been  stated  by  an  agent  of  the  last- 
mentioned  Society,  that  that  Society  is  in 
urgent  need  of  funds  to  meet  its  engage- 
ments. Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  ministers  and 
congregations  connected  with  this  Socie- 
ty be  requested,  if  in  their  judgment  cir- 
cumstances render  it  expedient,  to  make 
collections  in  behalf  of  the  United  Fo- 
reign Missionary  Society. 


Resolved,  That  Dr.  Milledoler,  the 
agent,  be  furnished  with  the  above  pre- 
amble and  resolution,  signed  by  the  pre- 
sident and  secretary. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes— Aug.  12, 182S. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  United  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society,  report — That  at  the 
time  when  the  overture  was  made  on  the 
part  of  this  Society  to  transfer  all  its 
funds,  missionaries,  and  obligations  to  the 
United  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  u|)on 
certain  conditions,  this  Society  was  under 
the  full  impression,  as  your  committee 
believe,  that  that  Society  was  a  corporate 
body,  and  in  a  situation  to  enter  into  such 
legal  engagements  as  might  be  deemed 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  this  Society, 
in  a  transaction  of  that  nature.  By  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Lew  is,  Cor.  secretary  of 
that  Society,  addressed  to  the  chairman 
of  your  committee,  and  which  accompa- 
nies this  report,  it  appears  that  it  is  not 
incorporated,  but  holds  its  property  in 
the  name  of  the  trustees  appointed  by 
the  board  of  managers.  This  circum- 
stance presents  such  obstacles  to  the 
proposed  arrangement,  that  your  com- 
mittee deem  it  inexpedient  for  this  Socie- 
ty to  do  any  thing  further  on  that  subject. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  further  to 
report,  that  as  this  Society  did  in  the  year 
1817  become  auxiliary  to  the  United  Fo- 
reign Missionary  Society,  and  has  con- 
tributed to  its  funds,  that  as  an  evidence 
of  its  desire  to  continue  in  this  relation, 
and  of  its  disposition  to  aid  the  board  of 
that  Society  in  the  great  cause  in  which 
it  is  engaged,  with  all  the  strength  and 
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resources  of  this  Society,  and  also,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  overture  heretofore 
made,  your  toiiiraittee  recommend  to 
this  Society  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  deem  it 
inexpedient  at  this  time  to  make  a  trans- 
fer of  all  its  funds,  missionaries,  and  obli- 
gations, to  the  United  Foreign  iMissionary 
Society. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers of  the  United  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  will  agree  to  take  charge  of  the 
mission  family  no^v  under  the  care  of  this 
Society,  and  will  pledge  itself  to  perform 
all  the  engagements  and  conditions  to 
^vhich  this  Society  is  subject,  as  well  in 
relation  to  that  family  as  to  the  Oneida 
tribe  of  Indians — that  in  such  case  this 
Society  will  direct  its  treasurer  to  pay 
annually  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  all  its  annual 
income,  first  deducting,  however,  neces- 
sary expenditures;  and  such  annual  pay- 
ments to  continue  as  long  as  the  said 
Board  of  Manngers  shall  perform  the 
Stipulations  on  its  part  made.  And  this 
Society  will  alsr)  pledge  itself  to  aid  the 
said  Board  in  advancing  the  great  cause, 
■with  all  its  strength  and  influence- 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above 
report  and  resolutions  be  forwarded  to 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  United 
Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  other 
resolutions  which  it  recommended  were 
passed 

Annual  Report. 

The  board  of  directors  nre  unable  to 
give  an  account  to  the  society  of  any  en- 
terprising or  vigorous  efforts  they  have 
made  the  past  year  in  behalf  of  the  hea- 
then. The  plan  of  operations  formerly 
exhibited,  on  which  they  have  commenc- 
ed, has  been  continued  without  enlarge- 
ment. It  was  desirable  to  have  done  more 
than  we  have  towards  the  completion  of 
this  plan  ;  to  have  done  at  least  so  much 
as  to  place  at  the  head  of  our  Mission  fa- 
mily at  Fort  Gratiot,  a  superintendent 
well  qualified  for  that  important  and  ar- 
duous oflBce  ;  but  none  in  all  respects  suit- 
ed to  the  peculiar  exigencies  of  that  sta- 
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tion  was  obtained.  Though  some  esti- 
mable servants  of  Christ  were  named,  and 
probably  might  have  been  obtained,  it 
seemed  unadvisable  to  employ  them  un- 
der our  embarrassments. 

We  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  any 
serious  discouragements  arising  from  the 
natives.  None  have  met  us  from  that 
quarter  but  such  as  tend  to  awaken  and 
prompt  the  Missionary  to  greater  efforts. 
As  it  respects  the  dispo-jilion  of  the  In- 
dians to  improve  the  opportunities  fur- 
nished them,  He  who  hath  the  hearts  of 
all  men  in  his  hands  hath  called  their  at- 
tention and  inclined  their  hearts  to  re- 
ceive instruction  sufficiently  to  encou- 
rage our  labours  of  love.  In  the  course  of 
last  winter  seventeen  Indian  children  be- 
came members  of  the  Mission  family. 
And  though  the  temptations  of  the  open- 
ing spring,  influencing  both  parents  and 
children,  have  drawn  away  some  of  them, 
a  considerable  number  is  left  under  the 
care  of  the  Missionaries.  Eleven  have 
continued  in  the  family  through  the  sum- 
mer; of  these  their  teachers  speak  in 
terms  of  Irnder  affection.  They  represent 
them  as  diligent  and  orderly  beyond  ex- 
pectation, and  making  progress  in  their 
attainments  equal  to  any  other  children 
of  the  same  age.  The  parents  appear  de- 
sirous to  entrust  their  little  ones  to  the 
nurture  of  the  society,  and  would  proba- 
bly do  it  more  extensively  if  the  Mission 
family  had  a  permanent  residence  near 
them. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  family  be  per- 
manently located,  both  on  the  principle 
of  economy  and  usefulness  to  the  Hea- 
then. The  region  in  which  the  Lord  hath 
cast  their  lot,  needs  their  assistance,  and 
affords  sufficient  encouragement  to  their 
labours.  All  that  is  requisite  for  extensive 
usefulness  to  a  w^ell  selected  and  organiz- 
ed Mission  in  that  quarter,  is  a  tract  of 
land  for  their  permanent  location.  This 
society  does  not  possess  the  means  to  pur- 
chase the  lands,  nor  to  erect  the  necessary 
buildings,  neither  is  there  a  prospect  of 
procuring  the  means  from  sources  around 
us.  It  seems  necessary  that  some  more 
competent  than  ourselves  should  under- 
take this  charge. 

The  Board  feels  therefore  persuaded, 
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that  the  course  which  the  Society  has  ta- 
ken in  relation  to  the  United  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  is  wise  in  itself;  that 
our  circumstances  demanded  it,  and  that 
there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  the  highest  be- 
nefit to  the  heathen  from  this  union.  Ma- 
ny reasons  unite  to  urge  on  this  society 
the  resignation  of  its  labours  into  the 
hands  of  the  United  Foreign  Missionary 
Society.  Their  board  of  managers  is  lo- 
cated in  the  best  jjlace  not  merely  for  ob- 
taining information,  but  for  a  survey  of 
the  whole  field  of  labour  and  duty.  One 
comprehensive  effort  will  better  secure 
the  great  object,  and  produce  the  great- 
est amount  of  good.  We  are  convinced 
that  we  shall  be  more  useful  in  the  subor- 
dinate station  of  an  auxiliary  society  than 
we  have  been  or  can  hope  to  be  in  any 
attempts  to  support,  direct,  and  govern 
a  single  Missionary  family.  The  single 
station  which  we  select  will  not  attract 
enough  of  public  attention,  nor  awaken 
enough  of  public  interest  and  charity. 
We  are  obliged  to  maintain  our  efforts  at 
considerable  expense  of  labour  and  mo- 
ney, that  may  be  saved  when  the  care  of 
our  Mission  shall  devolve  upon  a  board, 
constantly  occupied  in  this  subject,  and 
upOn  their  officers  who  are  wholly  devot- 
ed to  it.  Every  other  consideration  op- 
posed to  the  union  should  be  lost  in  the 
promise  of  greater  good. 

The  organization  of  the  Northern  Mis- 
sionary Society  was  wise,  for  the  period 
and  circumstances  it  was  intended  to 
meet.  It  was  among  the  earliest  formed 
in  this  country.  We  have  reason  to  hope 
that  it  has  been  instrumental  of  much 
good;  but  the  progress  of  Christian  cha- 


rity, the  demands  of  public  curiosity,  and 
above  all,  the  progress  of  improvement, 
which  has  been  so  much  aided  by  expe- 
rience, require  a  change.  Our  mode  of 
doing  business  is  too  much  involved ;  it 
is  too  complicated;  it  wants  simplicity; 
and  is  therefore  not  attended  with  that 
promptness  and  vigour  so  indispensible  to 
its  success. 

We  are  well  organized  as  an  auxiliary, 
and  can  aid  the  principal  society  eflfectu- 
ally.  There  is  but  one  object,  and  that 
object  is  best  promoted  by  our  brethren 
in  New-York,  who  have  advantages  from 
their  constitution  and  location  greater 
than  we  can  command. 

Should  the  union  so  desirable  be  con- 
summated, the  directors  indulge  the  hope 
that  this  society  will  rouse  itself  to  vigo- 
rous exertion,  and  discharge  their  solemn 
and  imperious  duty.  It  is  a  truth,  that 
such  has  been  the  organization  of  our  so- 
ciety, that  the  public  mind,  in  this  section 
of  the  church,  has  not  been  so  much  in- 
terested in  the  subject  of  Indian  Missions 
as  might  have  been  expected  from  their 
intelligence  and  benevolence.  Let  us  be 
awake  in  all  our  departments;  let  the 
subject  be  pressed  upon  our  people.  Let 
us  beg  them  to  associate  this  charity  with 
the  concert  of  prayer,  and  to  remember 
the  perishing  heathen  when  they  are  bow- 
ing before  the  throne  of  mercy  and  seek- 
ing the  grace  of  salvation. 

Surely  we  may  take  our  rank  with 
those  who  are  foremost  in  this  work  of 
the  Lord.  Let  us  not  rest  until  for  us 
the  wilderness  is  glad  and  the  desert  is 
blooming  as  the  rose. 
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In  our  last  number  it  was  mentioned,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler  and 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Spring,  who  had  been  appointed  Commissioners  to  visit  our 
Missionary  Stations  at  Tuscarora,  Seneca,  and  Cataraugus,  had  perform- 
ed that  duty,  and  that  their  Report  would  be  laid  before  the  Board  of  Ma- 
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nagers  at  their  first  meeting.  On  receiving  this  Report,  the  Board  thought 
it  expedient  to  present  it  to  the  public  at  a  general  meeting  during  the 
sessions  of  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Classis  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  as  both  bodies  were  to  convene  in  this  city  on 
the  same  day.  The  public  meeting  was  accordingly  held  in  the  Brick 
Church,  in  Beekman-slreet,  On  Tuesday  evening,  the  2Ist  ult.  and  the  at- 
tendance of  the  Synod  and  the  Classis  was  particularly  invited. 

The  Hon.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  President  of  the  Society,  took 
the  chair  at  7  o'clock.  The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Cox;  and,  after  a  hymn  had  been  sung,  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners was  read  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler.  Extracts  from  the  journal 
of  the  Seneca  Mission,  just  received,  were  then  read,  and  a  short  address 
delivered  by  Mr.  I^wis,  the  Domestic  Secretary.  These  exercises  were 
followed  with  appropriate  and  impressive  addresses  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ro- 
meyn,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Al'Auley,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cox,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Spring. 
A  collection,  amounting  to  about  a  hundred  and  ninety  dollars,  was  taken 
up  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society,  and  the  meeting  was  closed  with  the  Do.v 
ology  and  Benediction. 


REPORT   OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  Commissioners,  appointed  to  visit 
the  Missionary  stations  on  the  western 
borders  of  this  state,  heg  leave  to  present 
the  following  Report  :— 

That,  agreeably  to  previous  arrange- 
ment with  each  other,  Dr.  Milledoler  left 
this  city  for  Albany  on  Monday,  August 
11,  1823;  and  that  Dr.  Spring,  with  in- 
tention of  visiting  and  taking  up  collec- 
tions, k.c.  in  the  churches  on  both  sides 
the  Hudson  as  far  as  Alhany,  commenced 
his  journey  on  Wednesday  following.  On 
the  day^  after  the  arrival  of  your  Commis- 
sioner at  Albany  he  had  an  interview 
with  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  North- 
ern Missionary  Society.  In  that  inter- 
view the  subject  of  a  more  complete 
union  with  theUnifed  Foreign  3Iissionary 
Society  was  considered  and  discussed. 
There  appeared  to  be  entire  unanimity  as 
to  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  such 
an  union.  Some  difficulties,  however, 
were  presented. 

By  the  act  of  incorporation  of  that  So- 
ciety, and  in  consequence  of  the  gift  of 
some  landed  property  by  the  state,  they 
were  pledged  to  support  a  catechist  or 
missionary  among  the  Oneidas  whenever 
that  tribe  should  express  their  willingness 
to  receive  such  a  missionary.  And  it  be- 
came a  question,  (the  United  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  not  being  an  incorpo- 


rated body.)  whether  the  Northern  Socie- 
ty could,  with  safety,  make  a  transfer  of 
their  funds  till  they  had  become  a  body 
corporate,  and  could  legally  assume  their 
obligations.  In  consequence  of  those  dif- 
ficulties nothing  more  was  done  at  that 
meeting  on  the  subject  of  union,  excepting 
to  recommend  to  your  Commissioners, 
with  an  ultimate  view  to  such  union,  that 
application  be  made  by  our  Board,  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  for  an  act 
of  incorporation. 

Your  Commissioner  was  informed 
that,  indepciident  of  the  obligation  of  the 
Northern  Board  to  furnish  on  demand  a 
missionary  for  the  Oneida  station,  they 
were  also  under  engagement  to  a  mis- 
sionary family  which  they  have  sent  out  to 
Fort  Gratiot,  now  consisting  of  three  per- 
sons, namely,  Mr.  Hudson,  his  wife,  and 
a  Miss  Osmond. 

He  was  further  informed,  that  although 
the  Northern  Society  had  entered  into  no 
engagement  with  Mr.  Ferry  in  relation  to 
the  projected  missionary  station  at  Mac- 
kinaw, yet,  as  it  is  a  spot  which  for  vari- 
ous reasons  has  a  commanding  influence 
over  a  vast  region  of  country,  comprising 
many  of  the  native  tribes,  they  highly  ap- 
proved of  its  immediate  occupancy  as 
missionary  ground. 

The  whole  of  the  above  information, 
together  with  an  official  statement  of  the 
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present  fiscal  concerns,  and  future  fiscal 
prospects  of  the  Nui  thorn  Society,  were 
duly  transmitted  from  Albany  to  your 
Domestic  Secretary.  Allliougli  it  was 
deemed  unadvisahle  by  the  Northern 
Board  that  your  Commissioner  should  on 
a  large  scale  prosecute  at  that  time  all  the 
objects  of  his  agency  within  their  bounds  ; 
yet,  in  prospect  of  a  more  entire  union 
of  the  Board,  they  did  by  their  official 
act  recommend,  to  such  of  their  ministers 
and  churches  as  should  deem  it  expedient, 
to  make  collections  in  behalf  of  the  Unit- 
ed Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

Your  Commissioner  having  been  in- 
formed that  a  meeting  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Albany  would  be  held  at  Saratoga  on 
the  20th  of  August,  repaired  to  that  place. 
Having  submitted  to  Presbytery  his  com 
mission  and  instructions,  he  requested, 
if  at  that  time  they  should  see  fit  to 
concur  in  such  a  proposition,  that  resolu- 
tions •  be  passed  recommending  to  the 
churches  under  their  care  to  take  up  col- 
lections to  aid  the  funds  of  the  United 
Foreign  Missionary  Society — to  apply 
the  avails  of  the  monthly  concert  of  pray- 
er to  the  same  object — and  to  take  mea- 
sures for  extending  the  circulation  of  the 
Missionary  Register. 

Desirous  first  to  know  the  result  of  the 
projected  union  of  the  Northern  and 
Southern  Boards,  Presbytery  declined  act- 
ing in  the  premises  for  the  present,  and 
deferred  a  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  to  their  next  meeting,  to  be  held 
at  Amsterdam  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber. The  evident  indisposition  of  the 
northern  churches  to  act  efficiently  in  this 
case  till  the  question  of  union  should  be 
decided,  was  the  reason  why  your  com- 
missioner did  not  more  extensively  pro- 
secute his  agency  at  that  time  within  their 
bounds. 

Your  Commissioner,  agreeably  to  ar- 
rangement, waited  for  Dr.  Spring  at  Sa- 
ratoga, and  Dr.  Spring  arrived  on  the 
evening  of  the  27th  of  August. 

On  the  28th  instant  the  Commissioners 
set  out  in  company  for  our  missionary 
station  at  Tuscarora,  where  they  arrived 
in  safety,  and  found  the  missionary  family 
in  health. 

One  day  was  spent  in  necessary  prepa- 


raiion  for  the  council,  and  in  the  amicable 
adjustment  of  some  differ»^nces  existing 
between  Mr.  Crane  and  Miss  Brown. 

On  Saturday  the  6th  of  September, 
and  after  attending  the  solemnities  of  an 
Indian  funeral,  the  council  was  convened 
in  their  church,  and  continued  in  session 
until  between  9  and  10  o\-lf»ck  at  night. 

Having  been  opened  with  prayer  and 
an  introductory  sp«*ech  by  one  of  the 
Comraiissioners,  the  members  proceeded 
to  business. 

Talks  were  delivered  by  the  venerable 
chief  Sacharissa,  so  often  noticed  in  our 
publications,  by  the  chi»'f- warriour  George 
Prentup,  and  by  the  Interpreter  Cusick. 

Sacharissa  having  in  a  salutatory  ad- 
dress thanked  the  Great  Spirit  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
apologized  for  the  absence  of  some  of  his 
people,  addressed  the  Commissioners  as 
follows  :— 

Brothers — We  have  now  heard  that  you  are 
come  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  things  in  the 
tribe. 

Several  years  ago  I  was  travelling  in  New- 
York,  and  met  some  of  the  ministers,  who 
conversed  with  me  about  receiving  the  Gos- 
pel. From  that  time  I  had  it  in  my  mind  to 
have  the  Gospel  preached  to  my  nation.  When 
I  laid  it  before  my  people  I  found  they  were 
willing  to  receive  it.  I  wrote  to  the  Society 
that  tliey  were  willing.  I  saw  a  minister  also 
of  that  Society,  with  whom  I  made  a  covenant 
to  receive  it,  and  wished  them  to  seud  a  mi- 
nister as  soon  as  possible.  He  said  many  In- 
dian nations  had  professed  to  receive  the  Gos- 
pel, but  had  afterwards  fallen  away.  I  assur- 
ed him  I  would  be  faithful.  W^hen  the  cove- 
nant was  made  we  agreed  to  take  each  other 
by  the  hand,  and  ever  keep  bright  the  chain 
of  friendship,  and  that  if  any  grievance  or 
difficulty  should  arise  the  Board  would  remove 
it,  and  that  when  we,  who  are  old  men, 
are  dead,  our  children  would  keep  the  same 
chain  of  friendship  bright  as  long  as  grass 
grows  or  the  sun  shines  I  have  mentioned 
what  was  agreed  upon  at  that  time,  and  I  sup- 
pose you  have  it  in  writing.  I  could  not  write, 
but  I  well  remember  some  things  that  were 
said.  I  told  you  we  were  Indians,  poor  and 
low — you  white  people,  and  far  beyond  us  in 
learning,  but  still  we  would  try  to  learn,  and 
make  good  use  of  the  things  you  should  do  for 
us.  iSow,  to  that  covenant  1  have  tried  to  be 
faithful.  I  aiu  a  poor  wicked  creature,  and 
there  is  much  wickedness  in  my  nation ;  but, 
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for  my  part,  I  have  meant  to  be  faithful,  and  I 
have  the  same  mind  to  be  faithful  still.  You 
are  now  arrived  to  the  same  age  with  those 
brothers  with  whom  1  made  the  covenant.  I 
hope  you  will  be  faithtul,  and  walk  in  their 
steps,  and  continue  to  help  us.  May  the  Great 
Spirit  help  you  in  your  work  at  this  time,  sup- 
port you  through  life,  and  cany  you  at  last  to 
the  happiness  of  heaven. 

George  Prentup,  chief  of  the  warriors, 
then  rose  and  addressed  the  Conamission- 
ers  as  follows  : — 

Brothers — We  are  glad  to  see  you  at  our 
council  to-day.  I  was  happy  to  hear  our  old 
chief  speak  of  the  covenant  between  him  and 
your  chief  men.  Most  of  your  chiefs  are  dead, 
while  we  have  our  chief  still  alive  among  us 
Our  young  warriours  are  here,  and  our  wo- 
men have  come  to  hear. 

I  have  felt  happy  to  hear  your  words.  They 
are  all  for  our  good.  We  are  ignorant  and 
wicked — in  some  things  we  go  out  of  the  way, 
but  we  have  no  wrong  feelings  toward  the  So- 
ciety. We,  who  are  the  children,  vvish  to  keep 
the  covenant,  and  we  are  happy  to  hope,  that 
now  vou  have  come,  all  our  diflFiculties  will 
be  removed  You  see  our  unhappy  situa- 
tion. We  are  in  confusion,  and  divided.  Now 
we  do  not  wish  to  be  led  into  crooked  ways. 
We  wish  to  be  led  into  straight  paths  ;  and  we 
hope  that  God  will  enable  you  to  help  us. 

Nicholas  Cusick  then  rose,  and  having 
stated  all  those  grievances  of  the  tribe, 
which  had  formerly  been  embodied  in  let- 
ters, to  the  Board,  concluded  his  speech 
with  a  direct  application  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, that  the  relation  which  had  hi- 
therto subsisted  between  Mr.' Crane  and 
themselves  henceforth  be  dissolved. 

To  these  talks  the  Commissioners,  as 
the  subject  required,  offered  their  replies. 
It  was  soon  evident  to  your  Commission- 
ers that  the  difficulties  which  on  the  part 
of  the  tribe  had  been  made  subject  mat- 
ter of  complaint  to  the  Board  against  Mr. 
Crane  had  not  subsided  ;  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, strong  prejudices  against  him  were 
still  cherished  by  the  interpreter,  who  evi- 
dently carried  with  him  on  this  occasion 
the  strength  of  the  tribe  :  and  that  every 
attempt  at  accommodation  would  prove 
fruitless. 

A  majority  of  the  tribe  persisting  in 
their  request  for  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Crane,  and  he  himself  having  informed 
the  Commissioners  that  he  was  entirely 


satisfied  not  only  froin  past  events,  but 
also  from  the  occurrences  that  had  taken 
place  during  thi$  council,  that  his  useful- 
ness amongst  them  was  at  an  end,  there 
appeared  to  be  no  alternative  left  hut  to 
comply  with  their  request. 

Mr.  Crane  tendered  the  resignation  of 
his  charge  in  the  following  speech  : — 

Brothers — I  wish  you  to  hear  a  few  words. 
For  more  than  six  years  I  have  lived  and  la- 
boured among  you.  I  have  loved  to  live  and 
labour  among  you.  I  am  not  tired  of  my 
work  ;  but  my  heart  is  afflicted  to  see  you  di- 
vided. It  grieves  me  to  see  you  distracted  on 
account  of  any  thing  I  have  done.  My  desires, 
and  prayers,  and  labours,  have  all  been  in- 
tended to  lead  you  to  receive  and  follow  the 
Word  of  God,  and  then  you  would  all  have 
lived  in  peace,  and  been  of  one  mind.  But  I 
would  rather  be  five  hundred  miles  from  you 
than  divide  and  distract  you.  And  now,  my 
brothers,  I  have  determined  to  request  these 
Commissioners  to  dismiss  me,  not  because  I 
am  tired  of  you,  but  because  you  are  troubled 
on  ray  account.  And  O  that  God  may  direct 
the  good  Society  to  send  you  a  minister  who 
shall  be  more  faithful  and  more  successful 
than  1  have  been  And  let  me  now  intreat 
you,  brothers,  if  I  have  been  a  bad  man  among 
you,  show  it  to  these  Commissioners,  that  they 
may  not  send  a  bad  missionary  to  your  red 
brethren  elsewhere.  If  I  have  not  been  a  bad 
man  among  yon,  tell  them  so,  that  I  may  still 
have  them  for  my  friends,  and  that  they  may 
still  confide  in  me. 

Though  requested  both  by  Mr.  Crane 
and  the  Commissioners  if  they  thought 
him  a  bad  man  to  say  so,  they  declined 
bringing  forward  any  such  charge :  and 
only  observed  that  they  did  not  wish  him 
to  be  continued. 

His  relation  to  the  tribe  was  therefore 
declared  by  the  Commissioners  thenc;e- 
forward  to  be  dissolved. 

With  the  remote  circumstances  leading 
to  that  result  your  Commissioners  are  un- 
acquainted. All  they  could  learn  was  that 
Cusick  and  others,  for  some  cause  or 
other  lo  us  uncommunicated  and  un- 
known, had  long  cherished  strong  preju- 
dices against  Mr.  Crane. 

From  what  passed  in  council  your 
Commissioners  however  discovered  that 
a  bad  impression  had  been  made  on  the 
tribe. 

1st.  By  the  proposal  of  sending  their 
children  to  Seneca. 
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2d.  By  a  note  shown  to  the  Commis- 
sioners by  Cusirk,  and  written  by  Mr. 
Crane,  wherein  he  considered  himself  as 
authorized  by  the  Board  to  state  that 
they  had  a  right  to  sell  the  mission- house 
erected  on  the  reservation  when  .they 
pleased.  This  right  was  denied. 

To  the  questions  proposed  by  the  In- 
dians to  your  Commissioners  on  that  sub- 
ject, they  replied  that  the  hx)use  was  built 
not  on  our  land,  but  on  theirs,  and  that 
it  was  built  solely  for  the  use  of  I  hat  mis- 
sion, that  the  Board  had  no  wish  to  scU 
it,  and  that  it  should  remain,  if  appropri- 
ated to  that  use,  till  it  rotted  with  time. 

The  council  consented  that  it  should  be 
thus  appropriated — and  your  Commis- 
sioners promised  on  their  return  to  New- 
York  immediately  to  transmit  to  Cusick, 
for  the  use  of  the  tribe,  a  written  and  of- 
ficial document  of  that  decision. 

A  3d  cause  of  dissatisfaction  with  Mr. 
Crane  was  that  case  of  marrriage,  the 
circumstances  of  which  have  already  been 
transmitted  in  detail  to  the  Board. 

As  your  Commissioners  had  disavow- 
ed all  power  either  in  Mr.  Crane  or  in  the 
Board  to  divorce — as  Mr.  Crane  had  nei- 
ther claimed  nor  attempted  to  exercise 
any  such  power — and  as  the  tribe  have 
never  applied  for  Legislative  interference 
m  such  cases,  your  Commissioners  sup- 
ported Mr.  Crane  by  declaring  that  he 
had  done  all,  under  existing  circumstan- 
ces, that  could  reasonably  have  been  ex- 
pected ;  and  that  in  calling  a  council  of 
the  church  to  substantiate  facts,  and  in 
finally  deciding  on  those  facts  agreeably 
to  the  Word  of  God,  he  was,  in  the  view 
of  the  Commissioners,  perfectly  blame- 
less. 

The  charge  against  Mr.  Crane  in^this 
case  appeared  to  be  the  principal  one,  and 
in  the  judgment  of  your  Commissioners, 
had  occasioned  the  greatest  irritation. 
The  business  of  the  council  being  closed, 
it  was  concluded  with  prayer. 

The  decisions  had  by  your  Commis- 
sioners at  Tuscarora  were  summed  up  in 
the  following  results  ; — 

1.  That  the  Rev.  James  C.  Crane  ha- 
ving resigned  his  station  as  a  missionary 
to  the  Tuscaroras,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
leased from  that  charge. 


2.  That  he  remain  on  the  farm  at  Tus- 
carora, and  wait  the  directions  of  the 
Board. 

S.  That  he  transfer  to  his  successor  on 
the  farm  all  the  property  of  the  Board 
now  in  his  possession  on  said  farm,  he 
taking  a  receipt  for,  and  transmitting  an 
inventory  of  such  property  to  the  Board. 

4.  That  Miss  Brown  leaive  the  family 
of  Mr.  Crane  as  soon  as  may  be  conve- 
nient, and  that  she  be  permitted  either  to 
visit  her  friends  or  to  teach  a  school  else- 
where until  a  decision  in  her  case  shall  be 
had  by  the  Board. 

In  consequence  of  the  divisions  which 
have  so  long  existed  at  Tuscarora,  the  or- 
dinance of  the  Lord's  Supper  has  not 
been  administered  there  for  a  considera- 
ble time. 

One  of  the  Commissioners  having  been 
invited  to  preach  at  Lewiston,  the  re- 
maining Commissioner  was  called  upon 
in  the  evening  of  the  Sabbath  by  Sacharis- 
sa,  accompanied  by  two  warriors  i)f  the 
tribe  and  an  interpreter,  when  Sacharissa 
delivered  the  following  speech : — 

Brothers, — I  wish  to  speak  a  few  words  to 
you,  which  I  wish  you  to  carry  with  you  to 
New-York,  You  have  seen  the  unhappy  con- 
dition of  our  nation;  you  surely  feel,  as  I  do, 
much  afflicted  in  your  hearts  on  account  of  the 
condition  of  my  people.  When  you  was  in 
New-York,yoii  heard  the  complaints  of  some  of 
them  against  our  minister,  sent  by  you  to  in- 
struct us.  You  have  been  sent  here  now  to 
look  into  our  condition.  You  considered  our 
nation  as  your  sick  children,  who  needed  some 
mediciiie  to  heal  them  When  you  began  your 
journey,  you  prayed  to  God  to  help  you  to 
bring  to  your  children  some  medicine  that 
wouhl  relieve  and  cure  them.  You  have  tried 
to  heal  them,  and  you  now  have  feared  that 
your  children  were  too  sick  to  be  healed.  You 
have  thought  that  no  medicine  would  do  them 
good.  Surely  you  must  have  been  much  dis- 
couraged to  witness  the  things  done  in  our 
council  yesterday.  You  are  sent  to  preach 
the  good  word  of  Christ,  as  the  only  medicine 
that  will  heal,  and  perhaps  you  fear  that  we 
cannot  be  cured.  Now,  if  you  had  started 
from  this  place,  I  should  have  beeu  looking 
after  you,  to  find  out  the  way  you  had  gone, 
but  it  would  be  too  late.  I  should  be  thinking 
what  I  ought  to  have  done  while  you  was  here 
to  do  right ;  but  it  would  do  no  good.  I  ought, 
therefore,  to  take  your  a^lvice  before  you  go. 
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Brothers,  I  tell  you  my  mind.  You  have  now 
seen  how  much  sin  there  is  in  our  nation.  You 
will  feel  much  discouraged  w  ith  us  ;  but  I  wish 
you  still  to  bear  with  us  ; — still  to  hold  out 
your  hand  to  help  us.  Before  Christ  went  to 
heaven,  he  appointed  ministers  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  nation.  There  are  many  na- 
tions, and  many  different  languages.  We  are 
of  a  different  language  from  you  You  have 
the  good  word,  we  have  not; — and  you  mi- 
uisters  are  the  'only  persons  appointed  to  go 
out  into  the  world  and  make  known  the  bless- 
ing for  the  ri2;hteous,  and  the  curse  for  the 
wicked,  and  therefore,  I  often  think  if  you 
grow  weary  or  discouraged,  then  it  is  sure  that 
God  has  cast  us  off.  I  hope  you  will  still  bear 
with  us.  Some  of  us  are  much  afflicted  on 
account  of  what  has  happened.  We  are  sor- 
ry ;  but  some  are  not  sorry.  When  Christ 
was  on  earth,  he  was  in  the  same  way  that  you 
are  how  ;  you  are  following  him.  You  say 
you  luve  us.  I  believe  you  do.  You  know 
Christ  went  with  the  poor  and  wicked,  and 
had  much  trouble.  But  he  did  not  give  them 
up.  I  hope  you  will  not  give  us  up  until  you 
have  done  all  you  can  to  help  us.  When  you 
do,  then  I  shall  think  that  God  intends  to  leave 
us  to  ruin.  I  am  now  old.  The  Great  Spirit 
may  spare  roe  a  little  longer ;  but  I  cannot  be 
long  in  this  world.  When  I  first  gave  my 
hand  to  tlie  fathers  in  psew-York,  we  agreed 
to  walk  in  the  same  way,  and  to  meet  in  hea- 
veu.  I  have  been  weak  and  sinfid  Perhaps 
when  I  die  the  Good  Spirit  will  cast  me  off; — 
but  I  have  tried  to  be  faithful ;  I  hope  I  shall 
try  as  long  as  I  live.  I  hope  I  shall  be  received 
by  the  Good  Spirit  in  mercy  Then  I  shall 
meet  them  in  heaven,  in  happiness. 

Brothers,  hear  a  few  words  more.  Our  mi- 
nister here  has  been  sent  to  us  to  instruct  us.  I 
have  long  heard  the  gospel,  yet  I  do  not  know 
much  ;  as  far  as  I  know,  he  has  always  tcild  us 
the  truth.  His  words  have  been  good.  He  has 
tried  to  befaithful  and  help  us.  You  have  heard 
complaints  in  the  council,  and  perhaps  you  will 
blame  him,  and  speak  hard  words  to  him.  But 
he  has  done  right,  and  yet  when  ministers  are 
turne«5  away  it  is  common  for  then)  to  hear 
hard  words.  I  hope  our  minister  will  not.  I 
believe  he  has  taught  us  the  right  way.  We 
have  done  wrong:  if  we  had  followed  his  in- 
struction we  should  have  had  no  difficulty.  I 
hope  you  will  not  blame  him  He  does  not  de- 
serve it.  Now,  we  feel  very  sorry  for  all  these 
things  that  have  taken  place.  It  was  not  our 
wish  to  iiave  our  minister  removed.  We  now 
suffer  like  our  missionary  we  are  opposed 
and  abused.  But  I  think  I  shall  never  be 
discouraged  in  the  good  way  It  is  my  mind 
to  hold  fast.    You  must  believe  that  I  will ; 


and  I  wish  that  you  and  the  good  Society  and 
myself  may  have  the  same  mind  as  long  as 
we  live.  And  now  I  give  thanks  to  you,  and 
to  all  at  your  place,  for  your  love  to  us.  You 
have  done  all  in  yonr  power  to  help,  teach, 
and  save  us.  I  thank  you  all,  and  you  espe- 
cially, for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  at  this 
time  for  our  good.  When  you  return  you  will 
tell  them  I  am  yet  alive.  Perhaps  to-morrow 
I  shall  be  called  away.  I  know  not  when ; 
but  I  must  soon  go.  I  hope  you  will  return 
home  in  health  and  peace,  and  that  you  may 
see  all  your  brothers  in  health  and  peace;  but 
we  do  not  know  whether  you  w  ill  find  them 
all  alive  or  not.  Perhaps  some  will  be  dead ; 
but  [  hope  all  will  be  well.  Now,  let  us  all 
continue  to  hope  in  the  mercy  of  the  Great  Spi- 
rit as  long  as  we  live.  We  may  never  see  each 
other  again  in  this  w  orld  ;  but  we  can  pray  for 
each  other,  and  can  help  each  other  by  prayer. 
I  will  pray  for  you,  for  all  the  good  done  to  ray 
people.  I  hope  you  will  hold  fast  in  this  good 
M  ay  ;  Christ  commanded  that  we  should  hold 
fast  always — not  a  little  while.  I  hope,  therefore, 
though  I  know  you  must  be  much  discouraged 
— 1  hope  you  will  help  us  as  long  as  you  live, 
and  when  you  are  dead  thatyour  children  willdo 
the  same.  These  are  all  my  words.  You  have 
now  heard  my  mind,  and  as  you  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  good  word,  you  can  now  tell  me  if 
I  have  said  any  thing  wrong. 

It  appeared  to  your  Commissioners 
that  there  had  heen  a  needless  expendi- 
ture of  funds  at  thr  Tuscarora  station,  not 
from  any  profusion  in  your  missionary, 
but  from  the  needless  extent  of  the  esta- 
blisJiment.  They  therefore  recommend 
thai  tlie  business  of  that  station  be  here- 
after tran:-iacted  by  a  single  person,  who 
shall  perform  the  duties  of  a  teacher  of 
the  school,  and  of  a  preacher  of  the 
gospel. 

From  Tuscarora  your  Commissioners 
proceeded  to  Seneca  mission -house,  and 
found  the  family  well,  with  the  exception 
of  Mrs.  Young,  wife  of  the  teacher,  who 
has  been  in  very  ill  health  ever  since  she 
has  been  a  member  of  the  mission  family. 

On  Wednesday,  September  10,  they 
met  such  of  the  chiefs  of  Seneca  as  favour 
the  gospel,  in  council  at  the  mission- 
house.  Of  these  there  were  a  considera- 
ble number,  and  some  of  them  very  re- 
spectable and  influential  men. 

The  council  was  opened  with  prayer, 
and  an  introductory  speech  by  one  of  the 
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commissioners,  which  ^vas  concluded 
with  a  n  quest  that  they  would  open  their 
hearts  freely  on  the  whole  subject  of  their 
school  and  mission. 

Talks  were  then  delivered  by  young 
King  and  Captain  Billy,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  considerable  uneasiness  has  ex- 
isted in  their  minds  lest  at  some  future 
day  a  heavy  charge  should  be  brought 
against  them  by  the  Board  for  expenses 
incurred  in  their  behalf. 

Enemies  of  the  Society,  both  red  men 
and  white  inen,  have  insinuated  that  white 
men  do  nothing  without  compensation  ; 
that  a  great  book  is  kej)t  at  New-York, 
and  that  some  time  or  other  either  we  or 
our  df'scendants  will  come  upon  them 
with  charges  and  interest  on  what  has 
been  done  for  them,  to  their  ruin.  This 
apprehension  was  expressed  at  all  our 
missionary  stations  in  that  region.  Your 
Commissioners  laboured  to  remove  it, 
but  are  satisfied  that  it  cannot  be  done 
effectually  without  transmitting  to  them 
such  documents  on  this  subject  as  shall 
entirely  and  for  ever  silence  the  enemy, 
and  remove  suspicion  froni  their  minds. 

The  mission-school  at  Seneca,  when 
exami.'ied  by  the  Commissioners,  con- 
sisted of  14  or  15  pupils. 

From  the  talk  of  Captain  Billy,  it  would 
appear  that  the  school  has  not  prospered 
as  might  have  been  expected,  and  that  it 
is  not  even  at  this  time  in  so  prosperous 
a  condition  as  it  has  been.  For  this  they 
assigned  various  reasons.  It  was  very 
evident  to  your  Commissioners  that  they 
were  dissatisfied  vvitii  Mr.  Young,  the 
teacher,  and  they  finally  requested  his 
removal.  With  that  request,  after  very 
mature  deliberation,  without  attaching 
blame  to  Mr,  Young,  and  with  his  own 
consent,  your  Commissioners  deemed  it 
necessary  to  comply. 

A  proposition  was  then  made  by  the 
chiefs  that  Jacob,  a  young  man  of  their 
tribe,  and  who  by  them  is  considered 
competent  to  the  office  of  instructor  of 
their  school,  should  be  appointed  teacher 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Young.  To  that  re- 
quest your  Commissioners  replied,  that 
as  when  they  left  home  they  had  not  the 
most  distant  idea  that  such  a  proposition 
was  going  to  be  made  to  them,  and  had, 


consequently,  received  no  instruction  on 
this  point  from  the  Board,  yet  that,  on 
their  own  responsibility,  they  were  ready 
to  saj',  that  the  Board  considered  their 
schools  as  one  of  the  most  injportant 
branches  of  their  missionary  establish- 
ments; that  no  person  could  be  appointed 
a  teacher  in  their  schools  bat  such  as  were 
well  qualified  for  it  in  point  of  education, 
as  well  as  of  prudence  and  piety  ;  and  that 
this  being  the  case,  the  Board  never  would 
or  could  appoint  any  person  to  that  office 
who,  as  in  the  present  case,  was  wholly 
unknown  to  thera.  Your  Commissioners, 
however,  ventured  to  assert  that  if  at 
any  time  hereafter  it  should  be  found  ex- 
pedient to  change  their  teacher,  and  one 
of  their  own  young  men,  trained  up  un- 
der our  care,  should  have  so  distinguished 
himself  as  to  acquire  the  confidence  of 
the  Board  for  so  high  a  trust,  they  had 
no  doubt  but  su^h  an  one  would  be  most 
promptly  and  cheerfully  appointed.  Your 
Commissioners  then  informed  them  that 
a  suitable  teacher  in  place  of  Mr.  Young 
would  be  selected  by  the  Board,  and  sent 
on  to  them  without  delay. 

The  chiefs  having  reminded  the  Com- 
missioners of  a  promise  formerlj'  made 
to  them  by  thf  Board,  that  they  would 
send  abroad  some  of  their  young  men 
for  liberal  education,  the  Commissioners 
replied,  that  notwithstanding  our  mis- 
sionary establishments  are  large,  expen- 
sive, and  increasing  in  their  number,  yet 
that  we  intend  to  send  abroad  the  young 
men  that  shall  distinguish  themselves  in 
our  schools,  so  far  as  our  funds  will 
permit. 

The  council  was  then  informed  that  the 
proposition  of  our  Boai  d  to  introduce  the 
children  of  surrounding  tribes  into  the 
Seneca  school,  had,  in  consequence  of  the 
opposition  of  those  tribes,  entirely  failed. 

Having  affectionately  commended  the 
mission  family  to  the  kind  offices  of  the 
chiefs,  the  council  was  concluded  with 
prayer. 

The  Seneca  station  is  much  in  want  of 
books  ;  there  is  also  wanted,  for  the  use 
of  the  school,  maps  of  the  four  quarters 
of  the  globe. 

In  view  of  the  station  at  Seneca,  the 
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Commissioners  feel  that  they  have  abun- 
dant reason  for  gratitude  to  the  God  of 
Missions. 

The  connection  between  Mr.  Harris 
and  the  Senecas  appears  to  promise  no 
small  success. 

The  results  of  the  council  at  Seneca 
■were  the  following,  viz. 

1.  That  Mr.  Young's  resignation  be  ac- 
cepted, and  that  he  be  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  farm  at  Tuscarora,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  missionary  stations,  ft 
was  understood,  however,  that  he  should 
remain  in  the  school  at  Seneca  until  the 
arrival  of  another  teacher. 

2.  That  the  Board  will  procure  a 
teacher  for  this  station  as  soon  as  possible. 

S.  That  the  scholars  who  enter  the 
school  remain  in  it  three  months  without 
returning  to  their  friends,  and  that  they 
then  have  a  vacation  of  one  week.  This 
regulation  must  be  enforced  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  superintendent  and  teacher. 

4.  That  the  superintendent  and  teacher 
receive  children  of  all  ages  into  the 
school,  at  their  own  discretion  ;  provided, 
however,  that  no  youth  shall  be  continued 
under  their  direction  who  shall  disregard 
the  laws  of  the  school,  or  of  the  mission 
family. 

5.  That  the  buildings  of  the  old  esta- 
blishment be  disposed  of,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  superintendent  and  teacher, 
and  that  they  be  authorized  to  erect  a 
stable  near  the  mission-house,  provided 
the  cost  of  it  shall  not  exceed  thirty 
dollars. 

Your  Commissioners  having  been  in- 
formed that  the  synod  of  Genessee  were 
to  hold  their  annual  meeting  at  Buffalo 
on  Tuesday,  September  16,  addressed  a 
letter  to  several  distinguished  clerical 
members  of  that  body,  requesting  their 
influence  and  co-operation  with  our  mis- 
sionaries, Harris  and  Crane,  in  promoting 
in  various  ways  in  that  synod  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  Foreign  Missionary 
Society. 

Two  letters  having  been  received  from 
Mr.  Thayer,  hast»'ning  the  visit  of  the 
Commissioners  at  Cataraugus,  they  sat 
out  on  their  journey  to  that  place,  ac- 
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companied  by  Mr.  Harris,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  September  11.  A  deputation  of 
four  chief's,  with  an  interpreter,  met  them 
in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Thayer. 

Mr.  Thayer's  present  dwelling  is  dis- 
tant from  the  Seneca  mission-house  about 
ii4  miles.  For  the  information  of  such  as 
may  not  be  acquainted  with  the  fact, 
your  Commissioners  would  statcvthat  the 
Indian  population  at  Cataraugus  do  not 
constitute  a  distinct  tribe,  but  are  a  part 
of  the  Seneca  nation,  and  that  their  num- 
ber amounts  to  about  450  souls. 

Immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Commissioners,  they  were  introduced  to 
and  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the 
school.  That  school  consists  at  present 
of  15  Indian  youth,  male  and  female;  a 
number  which,  from  the  information  re- 
ceived by  the  Commissioners,  they  sup- 
posed might  have  been  much  more  than 
doubled,  if  the  children  could  have  been 
accommodated,  Mr.  Thayer  resides  at 
present  in  a  hired  house,  and  has  admit- 
ted as  many  children  as  he  can  accom- 
modate. These  live  with  him  in  the 
missionary  family,  are  clothed  and  fed  at 
our  expense,  visit  their  parents  once  in 
three  months,  continue  three  days,  and 
then  return  to  the  family. 

To  see  these  children  in  the  simple 
uniform  of  the  school,  their  whole  per- 
sons expressive  of  cleanliness  and  health, 
but  especially  to  witness  their  evolutions, 
having  resemblance,  in  some  respects,  to 
the  tactics  of  a  well-trained  military  com- 
pany— to  observe  their  manners,  and  to 
mark  their  progress,  is  to  enjoy  no  small 
degree  of  pleasure. 

The  whole  state  of  things,  with  respect 
to  this  school,  beai-s  honourable  testimo- 
ny to  the  capacity  as  well  as  diligence  of 
their  teacher. 

Your  Commissioners  are  happy  to 
state  that  many  of  their  red  brothers  at 
Cataraugus  do  highly  appreciate  what 
we  have  done  and  are  doing  for  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children.  They  repeated- 
ly declared  their  strong  attachment  to, 
and  confidence  in  Mr.  Thayer,  and  their 
general  satisfaction  in,  and  approbation 
of,  the  whole  missioo  family.  They  have 
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also  manifested  to  your  Commissioners 
an  ardent  desire  to  hear  the  gospel.  Mr. 
Thayer  now  reads  the  Bible  for  them, 
and  answers  such  questions  as  are  pro- 
posed to  hini. 

The  chiefs'  unfolding  to  the  Commis- 
sioners what  had  passed  in  their  minds 
before  our  teacher  was  sent  amongst 
them,  astonished  us.  Whilst  they  were 
speaking,  your  Commissioners  looked  at 
each  other,  and  the  thought  which  simul- 
taneously presented  itself  to  their  minds 
was — the  Spirit  of  God  has  been  here 
before  us. 

When  your  Commissioners,  on  consi- 
derations of  economy,  proposed  the  re- 
moval of  their  school  to  the  Seneca  mis- 
sion-house, they  opposed  it,  on  the  strong 
ground  of  losing,  by  such  an  arrangement, 
the  privileges  of  the  gospel  Our  teacher, 
said  they,  now  reads  to  us  the  Word  of 
God,  and  we  are  instructed  by  it  from 
his  conversation — if  you  rem.ove  the 
school  you  must  remove  him,  and  if  you 
remove  him,  who  is  to  read  and  explain 
to  us  that  Word  of  God  any  longer  ?  Can 
we  continually  go  24  miles  to  hear  it? 
We  have  a  dread,  said  they,  of  returning 
to  our  former  ways.  And  here  your 
Commissioners  witnessed  what  they  never 
saw  before,  Indian  warriours  wiping  away 
tears  which  had  flowed  in  pleading  for 
the  gospel. 

When  the  examination  of  the  school 
was  finished,  and  the  council,  as  in  former 
cases,  had  been  opened  by  prayer,  ac- 
companied with  the  usual  ceremonies  of 
introduction,  the  following  questions  were 
proposed  by  the  Commissioners : 

1.  We  have  to  inform  our  red  brothers,  that 
as  we  have  many  missionary  stations,  and 
these  very  expensive  to  the  Board,  we  wish  to 
know  whether  they  have  any  objections  to 
sending  their  children  to  be  instructed  at  the 
Seneca  mission-house  P 

2.  If  the  Board  purchase  land  on  the  boun- 
dary-line of  their  reservation,  are  they  willing 
to  enclose  and  clear  a  spot  of  their  reserva- 
tion for  the  use  of  the  mission  family,  and  if 
SO)  how  much  P 

3.  Will  our  red  brothers  assist  in  clearing 
the  land  that  may  be  purchased  by  the  Board 
for  the  erection  of  their  mission-house  in  this 
fUce,  and  the  support  of  their  mission  family  ? 


4.  Are  our  red  brothers  now  prepared  to 
begin  to  erect  a  place  of  worship  on  their  own 
reservation,  near  to  where  the  new  mission- 
house  shall  be  erected  ? 

5.  What  help  may  we  expect  from  our  red 
brothers  in  provision,  to  aid  in  the  support  of 
their  children  in  this  school  ? 

To  these  questions  very  satisfactory 
answers  were  given  by  the  chief  warriour 
in  the  following  talk  : — 

Brothers, — We  have  understood  the  object 
of  your  visit,  and  know  the  distance  you  have 
come  to  visit  us  is  great.  You  state  that  you 
have  left  your  families,  k.c.  We  understand 
it.  In  beginning  to  speak,  I  have  a  few  things 
to  offer.  You  see  of  us  here  present  but  few 
in  number.  The  reasons  are  various.  Your 
arrival,  brothers,  is  so  sudden,  that  we  have 
not  had  time  to  collect  as  great  a  number  of 
our  chiefs  and  warriours  as  we  could  desire. 
Again,  some  of  our  people  are  collecting  their 
summer  crops,  and  cannot  well  leave  them  ; 
as  to  others,  some  are  sick,  and  the  older  men 
are  under  the  necessity  of  remaining  at  home 
to  take  care  of  them.  But,  brothers,  we  are 
notwithstanding  glad  to  see  you  here  in  the 
family  of  our  teacher,  and  among  our  chil- 
dren. We  thank  the  Great  Spirit  that  he  has 
watched  over  you  and  preserved  you  all  your 
journey  through,  and  from  our  hearts  we  thank 
God  that  we  are  permitted  to  see  your  faces  in 
this  place.  We  are  now  prepared  to  answer 
the  questions  you  proposed  to  us.  We  under- 
stand your  questions,  brothers,  and  the  rea- 
sons of  your  proposing  thera.  They  arise 
from  the  number  of  your  establishments,  and 
the  expense  of  supporting  them. 

Brothers,  we  wish  you  to  understand  our 
circumstances.  We  will  speak  freely.  We 
are  not  exactly  in  the  same  circumstances 
wilh  our  white  brothers.  A  governor  of  a  pro- 
vince, or  a  ruler  of  a  city,  has  it  in  his  power 
in  such  cases  to  do  as  he  pleases  ;  but  it  is  not 
so  with  us :  we  must  consult  the  minds  of  our 
people,  and  parents  of  our  children  ;  we  must 
be  regulated  by  their  views,  and  as  we  have 
made  inquiry,  we  find  the  majority  of  the  pa- 
rents unwilling  that  the  school  should  be  re- 
moved. It  is,  therefore,  out  of  the  question 
for  us  to  assent  to  such  a  measure. 

Again;  you  have  understood,  no  doubt,  re- 
specting the  unhappy  divisions  existing 
amongst  us  respecting  the  gospel :  we  were 
two  parties  ',  but  the  Great  Spirit  has  so  or- 
dered it  as  to  put  down  this  opposition.  It  is 
now  all  still,  which  is  very  important.  They 
have  now  come  forward,  and  offer  their  chil- 
dren.  If  we  a^ree  to  send  them  to  Buffalo, 
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all  this  will  fall  through,  and  these  children 
must  revert  to  their  pagan  darkness. 

Again  ;  some  of  our  people  from  Alleghany 
have  offered  to  send  a  number  of  their  chil- 
dren to  this  school,  but  say  it  is  too  far  to  send 
them  to  Buffalo.  If  we  send  our  children  to 
Buflalo,  all  this  will  fall  through.  We  love  our 
brother,  the  teacher,  and  his  family,  very 
much  ; — we  understand  his  disposition  ;  we 
consider  him  our  best,  our  bosom  friend  ;  we 
consider  him  qualified,  he  and  his  wife,  and 
his  family,  for  his  office  amongst  us.  We  will 
confess  to  you  freely,  brothers,  they  are  dear 
to  our  hearts  :  we  have  become  bound  together 
in  the  exercises  of  love  and  friendship,  by  ties 
which  we  hope  will  never  be  separated  but  by 
death  itself  We  have  heard  him  speak  to  us 
from  the  Word  of  God,  and  we  have  heard  in 
this  way  the  darkness  and  sin  of  our  own 
state  ;  we  have  seen  it  is  all  truth,  and  we  have 
now  an  awful  dread  upon  us  when  we  think  of 
our  darkness  and  our  former  wicked  ways  ; 
and  we  dread  that  our  children  should  return 
again  back  to  that  darkness,  and  to  those 
wicked  ways;  but  if  our  teacher  should  go  to 
Buffalo,  they  cannot  follow  him  there,  and  so 
all  this  good  will  be  taken  from  them.  W^e 
know  how  low  and  wretched  our  state  has 
been,  and  still  is  ;  we  know  we  are  a  poor  and 
wretched  people.  But,  brothers,  your  eye  has 
spied  out  our  darkness  and  sin,  and  we  see 
that  the  Great  Spirit  above  has  beat  it  into 
your  hearts  to  have  compassion  on  us.  For 
this  we  can  never  render  you  sufficient  thanks, 
and  we  thank  you  that  you  have  sent  us  a  man 
who  is  able  to  instruct  us  in  the  Word  of  God, 
which  he  has  cheerfully  done  as  he  has  had 
opportunity  :  we  hope  we  shall  be  profited. 
W"e  wish  you  to  know,  further,  that  we  have 
given  up  our  children  entirely  into  the  hand  of 
the  teacher,  to  be  treated  precisely  as  his  own 
children.  N^ow,  you  know,  brothers,  tliat  it  is 
a  hard  thing  for  parents  who  set  store  by  their 
children  to  let  any  one  rule  them  but  them- 
selves. Now,  we  have  given  them  up  to  him 
to  take  particular  care  of  them,  and  given  him 
authority,  when  they  go  into  wicked  ways,  to 
take  the  raw-hide  and  lay  it  on  in  reason,  that 
they  may  be  brought  out  of  their  darkness, 
and  that  our  teacher  may  yet  be  able  to  make 
of  us  a  great  and  a  good  nation.  And  let  me 
tell  you,  brothers,  that  when  our  children  are 
sent  home  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  such 
was  the  alteration  that  the  parents  hardly 
knew  them.  So  altered  were  they,  that  they 
appeared  to  have  a  new  nature,  and  the  hearts 
of  their  parents  were  filled  with  gratitude  and 
surprise.  Now,  brothers,  we  cannot  think  of 
having  the  greater  part  of  this  delightful 


school  broken  up,  and  perhaps  altogether,  by 
its  removal  to  another  place. 

The  above  reply  having  been  made  to 
the  first  proposition  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  they  having  signified  that  they  had 
given  up  all  thought  of  removing  the 
school  from  Cataraugus,  the  aged  war- 
riour  prosecuted  his  speech  in  reply  to 
the  other  propositions  of  the  Commis- 
sioners as  follows : 

Brothers,— We  have  heard  your  conversa- 
tion thus  far,  and  have  understood  that  you 
have  explained  all  your  mind  to  us,  and  have 
given  up  all  thought  of  removing  away  the 
school  to  another  place.  For  this  we  give  you 
our  hearty  thanks;  our  people,  when  they 
hear  it,  will  join  in  their  thanks,  and  do  you 
return  thanks  to  the  Boaid  for  the  agreement 
that  the  school  be  continued  in  this  place.  And 
we  believe  that  the  ministers  are  fully  and  so- 
lemnly deteiroined.  according  as  they  have 
said,  to  do  all  in  their  p«wer  to  show  compas- 
sion, and  bring  us  and  our  children  out  of  this 
darkness.  For  this  we  not  only  thank  you, 
but  give  thanks  to  the  Great  Spirit  above. 

Again,  brothers  ;  we  have  understood  your 
request  about  land  and  provision,  and  clearing 
land  for  the  mission-house,  k.c.  and  we  know 
full  well,  within  ourselves,  that  as  you  must 
share  your  labours  among  a  number  of  esta. 
blishments,  the  expense  must  be  very  great. 
This  we  have  considered  ;  we  have  often  con- 
sidered within  ourselves  what  we  should  do  to 
help  along  the  Board  in  the  instruction  of  our 
children.  We  have  finally  pitched  ourselves 
upon  a  certain  spot,  close  to  our  boundary- 
line,  which  we  think  will  be  a  suitable  place, 
and  are  fully  determined  to  clear  a  spot  on 
our  ground  to  raise  some  support  for  the  chil- 
dren ;  but  we  know  we  are  poor,  and  on  this 
account  we  would  not  wish  to  make  any  rash 
promises  ;  but  we  have  supposed  that  the  num- 
ber of  those  will  from  time  to  time  be  in- 
creased who  will  send  their  children,  we  shall 
be  more  strengthened  to  clear  the  ground,  and 
we  are  willing  to  clear  what  we  are  able  ;  and 
as  we  have  a  natural  love  for  our  children,  we 
shall  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  do  all  in  our 
power  to  assist  in  procuring  provision  for 
them,  by  sharing  a  part  of  our  crops  with 
them,  and  with  the  missionary  family,  whom 
we  love. 

In  regard  to  erecting  a  meeting-house  for 
the  Sabbath  day,  on  our  own  land,  we  thank 
vou,  brothers,  for  the  mention  of  this.  We 
will  tell  you  how  we  feel  in  regard  to  a  place 
of  worship.    Several  of  our  young  men  and 
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wan  iours,  during  ihe  last  summer,  have  had  it 
on  their  minds  to  erect  a  place  of  worship,  but 
as  some  of  them  wei'e  in  debt,  and  as  much 
of  their  business  lay  in  a  very  unsettled  state, 
and  as  it  was  uncertain  whether  Mr.  Thayer 
would  remain,  it  was  deferred  ;  but  we  think 
in  another  summer  the  young^  warriours  will 
be  both  able  and  willing  to  provide  a  meeting- 
house for  the  Sabbath-day. 

We  are  also  willing,  brothers,  not  to  take  it 
upon  ourselves  to  do  it  all,  but  to  assist,  to 
clear  a  place,  where  there  shall  be  no  stunjps, 
for  Mr.  Thayer's  house,  so  large  that  a  tree 
Shall  not  touch  it  when  it  falls. 

At  the  close  of  this  speech,  the  Com- 
i-nissioners'  hearts  being  warmed,  one  of 
them  replied — 

This  is  good,  and  just  what  we  want;  we 
clearly  perceive  that  God  has  been  here  be- 
fore us.  He  has  given  you  light  to  see  your 
own  ruin,  and  the  importance  of  education  to 
your  children.  For  this  we  thank  him :  we 
thank  him  for  this  interview,  that  we  have 
heard  your  words.  Your  words  have  glad- 
dened our  hearts  And  now  we  would  bear 
you,  and  your  children,  and  your  people,  in 
our  arras  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  entreat  him  to 
carry  you  to  heaven,  We  look  not  for  our  re- 
ward from  man,  but  from  God.  And  now, 
when  you  return  to  your  people,  bear  with 
you,  for  yourselves  and  for  them,  our  warm 
hearts'  blessing;  and  as  we  may  never  see  your 
faces  again  in  this  world,  we  bid  you  all  an 
affectionate  farewell. 

On  this,  Jacob  Johnson,  a  very  active 
and  influential  chief,  offered  the  following 
reply : — 

Brothers, — You  mentioned,  a  little  while 
ago,  one  thing  that  strikes  my  mind.  It  was 
the  supposition  that  God  had  stirred  up  our 
minds  to  consider  for  the  welfare  of  our  chil- 
dren. It  is  true,  a  few  years  ago  we  set  our 
minds  together  to  think  within  ourselves,  and 
to  wish  that  it  might  please  our  Father  in  hea- 
ven to  pity  us — to  take  our  children  out  of 
their  bad  habits,  and  bring  them  into  better 
habits  than  we  had  fallen  into  ourselves.  And 
as  our  minds  were  made  up  in  this  way,  we 
do  suppose  that  it  must  have  been  the  Great 
Spirit  above  that  printed  this  in  our  hearts,  and 
suppose  that  you  must  be  solemn  and  deep- 
thinking  men,  because  you  seemed  to  have 
discovered  this  before  any  of  us  bad  told  you 
of  it.  And  further,  we  wished  to  let  you 
know,  that  since  God  has  given  us  our  w  ish  to 
have  a  school  begun  among  us,  it  has  been  our 
/iaily  prayer  that  Mr.  Thayer  may  have  suc- 


cess in  instructing  the  children  in  the  right 
way  ;  and  more  than  this,  he  often  and  daily 
prays  with  them  and  us  for  the  same  thing. 
This  is  the  cause,  brothers,  why  our  hearts  are 
so  strongly  bound  together  in  love.  Further, 
brothers,  you  observed,  that  our  words  this 
day  encouraged  your  heaits  and  made  you 
glad  ;  but,  brothers,  you  may  rest  assured 
that  our  words  have  not  rejoiced  your  hearts 
more  than  your  talk  has  rejoiced  ours.  We 
do  rejoice  that  we  have  seen  your  kindness 
and  your  love  which  you  bear  towards  us. 
And  now  may  it  please  God  to  carry  you  in 
safety  to  your  families,  and  may  you  see  them 
in  such  a  state  as  to  show  that  God  has  watch- 
ed over  them  in  your  absence. 

In  the  cotirse  of  the  conference  held 
on  this  occasion,  your  Commissioners 
were  addressed  on  the  same  subject  of 
future  possible  claims  of  the  Board  against 
the  Indians  for  benevolent  services,  that 
had  been  agilaleu  at  Seneca,  and  at  Tus- 
carora.  These  people  observed  that  they 
themselves  had  no  doubt  but  that  our 
Board  were  true  men,  but  that  to  stop 
the  mouths  of  our  tEiemies,  both  red  men 
and  white  men,  for  ever,  it  would  be  de- 
sirable that  the  Board  should  send  them 
a  document,  written  on  parchment,  signed 
with  our  names,  and  purporting,  that  so 
long  as  llie  ^u^  shall  shine  and  the  waters 
flow,  neither  we,  nor  our  children,  nor 
our  giandchildren  down  to  the  latest 
generations,  shall  ask  to  be  remunerated 
for  the  benevolent  services  we  now  ren- 
der them. 

The  Commissioners  observed  to  them 
on  that  point,  that  as  the  Board  looked 
for  their  reward  not  from  earth  but  from 
heaven,  they  would  very  promptly  and 
cheerfully  furnish  them  with  the  docu- 
ment they  had  desired  And  your  Com- 
missioners recommend  to  the  Board  that 
such  document,  signed  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board,  be  forthwith  trans- 
mitted to  the  Indians  at  Cataraugus,  and 
that  similar  instruments  be  prepared  and 
transmitted  at  the  same  time  to  the  In- 
dians at  Tuscarora  and  at  Seneca. 

The  chiefs  having  requested  that  Mr. 
Thayer  might  be  invested  w  ith  authority 
to  marry  such  as  should  apply  to  him  for 
marriage,  the  Commissioners  promised  to 
consult  the  Board  on  that  stibject,  and 
advised  them,  in  the  mean  time  to  apply 


1823.] 


UNITED  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 


341 


in  such  cases  either  to  the  civil  magis- 
trate or  to  our  minister  at  Seneca. 

In  reply  to  their  inquiry  on  the  subject 
of  more  liberal  education,  your  Com- 
missioners observed,  that  the  Board 
would  send  to  the  Cornwall  school  such 
of  their  children  as  should  distinguish 
themselves  in  our  own  school,  just  as  often 
as  our  funds  shall  permit. 

We  have  already  observed  of  the  house 
now  occupied  by  the  mission  family,  that 
it  cannot  accommodate  the  number  of 
scholars  desirous  of  being  received  into 
the  school. 

In  addition  to  that  difficulty,  your 
Commissioners  were  informed  that  the 
owner,  who  had  already  subjected  him- 
self to  personal  inconvenience  on  our  ac- 
count, had  given  notice  to  Mr.  Thayer 
that  he  must  remove  before  winter.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  and  your  Com- 
missioners having  failed  in  their  interview 
with  the  owner  to  obtain  the  use  of  it  till 
next  spring,  and  as  no  other  house  in  the 
neighbourhood  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose, they  were  under  the  necessity  of 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  30  acres  of 
land  adjoining  the  Indian  reservation,  and 
the  immediate  erection  thereon  of  a 
house  to  receive  the  mission  family  be- 
fore winter. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  results 
had  at  Cataraugus,  viz : — 

1.  That  Mr.  Thayer  be  authorized  to 
employ  a  female  assistant  on  trial,  with  a 
view  to  her  future  appointment  by  the 
Board,  as  a  member  of  the  family,  should 
she  prove  qualified. 

2.  That  a  young  man  be  procured  by 
the  Board,  as  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Thayer, 
for  that  station. 

5.  That  Miss  Lucy  Beardsley,  at  present 
a  member  of  Mr.  Thayer's  family,  be  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  Mission  family. 

4.  That  Mr.  Thayer  purchase,  in  fee 
simple,  a  lot  of  land  not  exceeding  thirty 
acres,  bounded  on  the  reservation,  for  the 
use  of  the  Mission  family  ;  and  that  he  be 
authorized  t^'  erect  thereon  a  frame  build- 
ing 46  feet  long  and  30  wide,  the  cost  not 
to  exceed  ^1800. 

5.  That  Mr.  Thayer  receive  all  children 
from  whatever  tribe  they  may  be  offered, 


who  are  not  too  young  to  learn,  nor  too 
old  to  obey,  limiting  the  number  of  scho- 
lars only  by  the  means  of  instruction  and 
support. 

6  That  Mr.  Thayer  employ  an  inter- 
preter, at  his  discretion,  for  a  compensa- 
tion not  to  exceed  $50  per  annum. 

Your  Commissioners,  both  in  goiug 
to  and  returning  from  the  places  of  their 
destination,  preached  and  lectured  fre- 
quently. 

They  have  returned  with  their  hearts 
encouraged,  and  more  than  ever  confirm- 
ed in  the  belief  that  our  work  of  faith,  and 
labour  of  love  in  the  missionary  cause, 
cannot  and  will  not  be  in  vain. 

They  desire  to  return  these  public 
thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  themselves  and  families  during 
their  journey,  and  especially  for  that  en- 
tire unanimity  which  has  marked  all  their 
deliberations  and  decisions  in  the  impor- 
tant business  which  has  come  before  them. 

For  any  good  done  through  their  in- 
strumentality on  this  occasion,  they  as- 
cribe to  the  desire  of  all  nations,  as  is  most 
just  and  right,  all  glory  for  ever. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

PHILIP  MILLEDOLER, 
Oct.  1823.  GARDINER  SPRIiNG, 
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JOURNAL   OF   THE    MISSION    FROM  THE 
NINETEENTH   OF  AUGUST  TO  THE 
EIGHTH    OF  OCTOBER. 

Unexpected  Visit. 

Tuesday,  August  19,  1823— We  were 
this  day  visited  by  a  very  dear  friend 
and  brother  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
at  Princeton.  Our  brother  appears  to 
take  a  deep  interest  in  every  thing  relating 
to  the  building  up  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom  in  the  world,  especially  among 
the  Heathen.  We  trust  we  shall  long  re- 
member the  many  assurances  of  his  af- 
fection to  the  cause  of  Christ ;  and  to  us, 
also,  as  the  honoured,  though  unworthy, 
instruments  of  promoting  it.  Visited,  with 
this  brother,  the  Cataraugus  Mission. 

Saturday,  Aug.  23. — The  Indians  are 
fast  collecting  at  Buffalo  to  receive  their 
annuity  from  the  hands  of  the  agent.  We 
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understand  that  no  business  of  importance 
will  be  transacted,  aside  from  the  distri- 
bution, and  that  the  doors  of  the  council- 
house,  at  the  Seneca  village,  will  not  be 
opened. 

Monthly  Concert. 

Monday,  Sept.  1. — A  few  of  the  chiefs 
and  young  peDple  met  this  evening  to  join 
in  the  monthly  concert  of  prayer.  The 
most  of  the  older  chiefs  are  absent,  in  at- 
tending a  land  council  on  the  Genessee 
river.  After  singing  and  prayer,  a  short 
exhortation  was  addressed  to  the  m  from 
the  words  "  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God." 

After  the  conclusion  of  our  exercises, 
I  addressed  a  few  interrogatories  to  one  of 
our  interesting  young  men,  who  appear- 
ed unusually  feeble,  on  the  present  state 
of  his  health.  "  It  is  very  poor,"  was  his 
reply.  How  long  have  you  been  languish- 
ing ?  "About  two  years  since,"  said  he ; 
"I  was  greatly  oppressed  with  a  pain 
here,  (laying  his  hand  on  his  breast,)  but 
find  that  it  has  increased  much  since  last 
spring."  And  are  you  prepared  to  meet 
God  if  you  should  soon  be  called  from 
time  into  eternity  ?  Pausing  for  a  few 
minutes,  he  observed,  "  I  have  fears  on 
that  subject.  How  far  I  am  actually  pre- 
pared I  cannot  say.  I  can  only  say  that  I 
am  daily  asking  and  pleading  for  mercy 
at  the  hand  of  God  nnd  our  Saviour.  And, 
as  you  are  our  minister,  appointed  to  ex- 
plain to  us  the  Word  of  God,  which  has 
been  so  long  covered  from  our  sight,  f 
shalJ,  therefore,  faithfully  listen  to  yom- 
instructions ;  and  hope  I  shall  yet  be  able 
to  And  salvation."  He  was  then  exhorted 
to  go  imrnediatf'ly  to  Christ  for  the  par- 
don of  all  his  sins,  and  for  preparation  for 
death. 

.Arrival  and  Visit  of  the  Commissioners. 

Monday,  Sept.  8. — Our  hearts  were  this 
evening  rejoiced  by  the  arrival  of  brother 
and  sister  Crane,  of  Tuscarora,  in  com 
pany  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Spring,  one  of 
the  Board's  Commissioners  to  these  sta- 
tions. The  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler  is  expect- 
ed to-morrow.  At  the  Commissioner's 
request  a  council  was  appointed  for  Wed- 
nesday. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  9.— Went  to  the  village 
of  Buffalo  to  convey  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mille- 


doler to  the  station.  Oh  that  this  event 
may  be  blessed  of  God  to  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  the  poor  Senecas !  In  the 
evening  a  lecture  was  delivered  by  Dr. 
Milledoler  at  the  mission-house;  at  the 
close  of  which,  the  ordinance  of  baptism 
was  administered  to  Mary  Ann  Daven- 
port, daughter  of  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Crane,  of 
Tuscarora  ;  to  Alexander  Semple,  son  of 
James  Stephenson,  a  chief  of  the  tribe; 
and  to  Louisa  La  Tourrette,  daughter  of 
the  resident  Missionary  at  this  station  It 
was  truly  a  solemn  and  refreshing  season 
to  us  all.  May  it  please  God  to  enable  us 
constantly  to  keep  in  view  the  solemn  ob- 
ligations which  are  resting  upon  us. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  10. — The  Commis- 
sioners were  this  day  permitted  to  have 
an  interview  with  the  chiefs  and  warriors, 
in  council  assembled.  Although  some 
subjects  of  a  delicate  nature  were  brought 
forward  by  the  chiefs,  which  called  for 
the  exercise  of  patience  as  well  as  of  de- 
cision on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners, 
yet  the  result  of  this  interview  will,  we 
hope,  through  God's  blessing,  be  both  be- 
neficial and  lasting. 

Thursday,  Sept.  1 1.— To-day  the  Com- 
missioners proceeded  to  the  Cataraugus 
station,  up  the  lake,  thirty  miles  south. 
Their  business  there,  important  in  its  na- 
ttne,  has  been  accomplished  with  much 
celerity,  and,  we  believe,  greatly  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  the  parties  Previous  to 
the  interview  with  the  chiefs,  the  Com- 
raiss.ioners  had  an  opportunity  of  witness- 
ing the  improvement  of  the  Cataraugus 
Mission  School,  with  which  they  ex- 
pressed themselves  highly  gratified.  The 
council  was  but  thinly  attended  ;  but  their 
talk  with  the  Commissioners  was  ex- 
tremely tender  and  affecting. 

Friday,  Sept.  12. — The  Commissioners 
returned  from  Cataraugus  this  morning, 
and  after  dinner  left  us  for  Buffalo,  with  a 
view  to  take  the  morning  stage  for  Alba- 
ny. May  the  God  of  all  peace  and  con- 
solation reward  them  abundantly  for  "all 
their  work  and  labour  of  love"  at  these 
several  stations. 

Recommendation  of  the  Synod  of 
Gennessee, 
Wednesday  J  Sept,  17.— In  compliance 
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with  a  request  which  was  urged  in  a  com- 
munication to  some  members  of  the  Sy- 
nod of  Genessee,  from  Rev,  Drs.  Miile- 
doler  and  Spring,  on  the  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed Foreign  Missionary  Society,  to  take 
some  efficient  measure  which  might  tend 
to  increase  the  funds  of  that  Society,  the 
synod,  now  in  session  at  Bufifalo,  have 
unanimously  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  synod  earnestly 
recommend  it  to  all  the  congregations  un- 
der their  care  to  make  collections  in  mo- 
ney, clothing,  and  provisions,  in  aid  of  the 
United  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  in 
behalf  of  the  natives  on  the  Indian  re- 
servations within  our  bounds,  and  forward 
the  same  to  Mr.  Abner  Bryant,  of  Buffalo ; 
Rev.  Joseph  Penny,  of  Rochester ;  or  Mr. 
William  H.  Wells,  Batavia  ;  agents  here- 
by appointed  to  receive  collections,  and 
transmit  them  to  the  superintendents  at 
the  several  Missionary  stations  within  the 
bounds  of  the  synod. 

JVew  and  Interesting  Convert. 
Wednesday^  Oct.  8. — Having  been  in- 
formed, lately,  that  the  wife  of  Pollard, 
one  of  our  principal  chiefs,  had  been 
much  distressed,  under  pungent  convic- 
tions of  her  lost  and  ruined  state  by  na- 
ture, I  embraced  the  first  opportunity  for 
a  serious  conversation  with  the  whole  fa- 
mily. From  what  I  had  heard,  I  expected 
to  see  her  bowed  down  with  grief,  and,  in 
her  own  view,  ready  to  perish;  but  the 
Lord  appears  to  have  greatly  verified  his 
promise,  "  that  whosoever  humbleth  him- 
self shall  be  exalted ;  and  that  it  is  the 
Lord  who  raiseth  up  all  those  that  are 


bowed  down."  She  certainly  appears  to 
speak  as  one  who  is  new  born  of  God. 
But,  as  to  the  reality  of  the  change,  time 
and  the  providence  of  God  must  ultimate- 
ly determine.    From  her  own  account  it 
would  seem  that  her  first  impressions  of 
a  serious  nature  were  received  at  the  time 
when   her  nephew  and  adopted  son, 
George  Fox,  left  home  for  Cornwall.  She 
was  much  affected  by  the  object  of  his 
going  there,  as  well  as  the  pain  of  parting 
with  him.    Still  her  heart  remained,  in  a 
great  measure,  insensible,  until  George 
wrote  her  a  letter,  announcing  his  safe  ar- 
rival, and  stating  that  he  was  pleased  with 
his  prospects,  that  he  had  not  yet  met 
with  the  neic  birth,  but  that  he  hopexi  in 
God's  own  time  he  should  experience  it. 
This  last  expression  seemed  to  affect  her 
mind  deeply.    She  reasoned  thus  with 
herself :  "  If  this  new  heart  and  new  birth 
be  necessary  for  him,  how  much  more 
necessary  for  me,  who  am  so  much  older, 
and  so  much  more  accustomed  to  sin 
against  that  God  who  has  given  me  my 
being,  and  has  supported  me  all  my  life 
long,  notwithstanding  my  rebellion  against 
him."    To  use  her  own  words,  "the 
thought  brought  her  to  the  ground,  and 
she  could  find  no  rest  until  she  found  it  in 
Jesus;  she  knew  he  did  comfort  her 
heart ;  so  that  now  her  eyes  fill  with  tears 
of  gratitude  whenever  she  reflects  how 
the  Lord  has  dealt  with  one  so  exceed- 
ingly debased  and  ruined  as  she  found 
herself  to  be."    Her  statement  affected 
me  much ;  and  although  it  is  our  duty 
to  judge  cautiously,  it  is  impressed  on 
my  mind,  that  it  is  indeed  finger 
of  God." 
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MISSION  TO  BDRMAH. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  the  fourth  number  of  our  current  volume, 
we  gave  a  letter  from  Dr.  Price,  who  is  attached  to  this  mission,  dated  the 
1st  of  October,  1822,  and  announcing  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Judson  and 
himself  had  arrived  at  Ava,  in  obedience  to  a  special  invitation  from  the 
king.    The  Latter-Day  Luminary,  just  received,  contains  Mr.  Judson'? 
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journal  from  the  21st  of  August,  1822,  to  the  2d  of  February  of  the 
present  year — embracing  his  journey  to  Ava,  the  manner  in  which  he  and 
his  companion  were  received  by  the  king  and  his  court,  the  extent  and  re- 
sult of  his  labours  in  that  capital,  and  his  return  to  Rangoon,  after  an 
absence  of  more  than  five  months.  Of  this  journal,  we  present  to  our 
readers  the  follow  ing  abstract : — 


VISIT  TO  THE  CAPITAL  OF  THE  BURMAN 
EMPIRE. 

After  much  tedious  detention,  resulting  from 
our  connexion  with  government,  brother  Price 
and  rayself  set  out  from  Rangoon,  on  the  28th 
of  August,  in  a  boat  furnished  at  the  public 
expense ;  and  on  the  27th  of  September 
reached  Ava,  the  present  capital.  We  were 
immediately  introduced  to  the  king,  who  re- 
ceived brother  Price  veiy  graciously,  and 
made  many  inquiries  about  his  medical  skill, 
but  took  no  notice  of  me,  except  as  interpret- 
er. The  atwenwoon  Moung  Zah,  however, 
immediatply  recognized  me,  made  a  few  in- 
quiries about  my  welfare,  in  presence  of  the 
king,  and  after  his  majesty  had  withdrawn, 
conversed  a  little  on  religious  subjects,  and 
gave  me  some  private  encouragement  to  re- 
main at  the  capital. 

Oct.  1. — To-day  the  king  noticed  me  for 
the  first  time,  though  I  have  appeared  before 
him  nearly  every  day  since  our  arrival.  After 
making  some  inquiries,  as  usual,  about  brother 
Price,  he  added,  '<  And  you  in  black,  what  are 
you  ?  a  medical  man  too?"       .Not  a  medical 
man,  but  a  teacher  of  religion,  your  majesty." 
He  proceeded  to  make  a  few  inquiries  about 
my  religion,  and  then  put  the  alarming  ques- 
tion, whether  any  had  embraced  it.    I  evaded 
by  saying,  "  Not  here."    He  persisted,  "  Are 
there  any  in  Rangeon       "  There  are  a  few." 
"  Are  they  foreigners  .''"    I  trembled  for  the 
consequences  of  an  answer,  which  might  in- 
volve the  little  church  in  ruin  ;  but  the  truth 
must  be  sacrificed,  or  the  consequences  ha- 
zarded, and  I  therefore  replied,  "  There  are 
some  foreigners  and  some  Burmans."    He  re- 
mained silent  a  few  moments,  but  presently 
showed  that  he  was  not  displeased,  by  asking 
a  great  variety  of  questions  on  religion  and 
geography  and  astronomy,  some  of  which 
were  answered  in  such  a  satisfactory  manner, 
as  to  occasion  a  general  expression  of  appro- 
bation in  all  the  court  present.    After  his  ma- 
jesty retired,  a  than-dau-tsen  (a  royal  secre- 
tary) entered  into  conversation,  and  allowed 
me  to  expatiate  on  several  topics  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  in  my  usual  way.    And  all  this 
took  place  in  the  hearing  of  the  very  man, 
now  an  atwenwoon,  who,  many  years  ago, 
caused  his  uncle  to  be  tortured  almost  to  death 
under  the  iron  maul,  for  renouncing  Bood 
hism,  and  embracing  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
ligion !    Thanks  to  God,  for  (he  encourage- 
ment of  this  day.    The  monarch  of  the  em- 
pire has  distinctly  understood  that  some  of  his 
subjects  have  embraced  the  Christian  religion, 
and  his  wrath  has  been  restrained.    Let  us 
then  hope,  that  as  he  becomes  more  acquaint- 


ed with  the  excellence  of  the  religion,  he  will 
be  more  and  more  willing  that  his  subjects 
should  embrace  it. 

Oct.  3. — Left  the  boat,  and  moved  into  the 
house  ordered  to  be  erected  for  us  by  the  king. 
A  mere  temporary  shed,  however,  it  proves  to 
be,  scarcely  sufiicient  to  screen  us  from  the 
gaze  of  people  without,  or  from  the  rain  above. 
It  is  situated  near  the  present  palace,  and 
joins  the  enclosure  of  Prince  M — ,  eldest  half- 
brother  of  the  king. 

Oct.  4. — On  our  return  from  the  palace, 
whither  we  go  every  morning  after  breakfast, 
Prince  iVl —  sent  for  me.  I  had  seen  him  once 
before,  in  company  with  brother  Price,  whom 
he  called  for  medical  advice.  To-day  he 
wished  to  converse  on  science  and  religion. 
He  is  a  fine  young  man  of  twenty-eight,  but 
greatly  disfigured  by  a  paralytic  affection  of 
the  arms  and  legs.  Being  cut  off  from  the 
usual  sources  of  amusement,  and  having  asso- 
ciated a  little  with  the  Portuguese  padres  who 
have  lived  at  Ava,  he  has  acquired  a  strong 
taste  for  foreign  science.  My  communica- 
tions interested  him  very  much,  and  I  found 
it  ditficult  to  get  away,  until  brother  Price 
sent  expressly  for  me  to  go  again  to  the 
palace. 

Oct.  16. — Had  a  very  interesting  conversa- 
tion, in  the  palace,  with  two  of  the  atwenwoons 
and  several  oflScers,  on  the  being  of  God,  and 
other  topics  of  the  Christian  religion.  Some 
of  them  manifested  a  spirit  of  candour  and 
free  inquiry,  which  greatly  encouraged  me. 

Oct  21. — Visited  the  atwenwoon  Moung  Z, 
and  had  a  long  conversation  on  the  religion 
and  customs  of  foreigners,  in  which  f  endea- 
voured to  communicate  as  much  as  possible  of 
the  gospel.  Upon  the  whole,  he  appeared  to 
be  rather  favourably  disposed,  and  on  my 
taking  leave,  invited  me  respectfully  to  visit 
him  occasionally  Thence  I  proceeded  to  the 
palace ;  and  thence  to  the  house  of  prince 
M — ,  with  whom  I  had  an  hour's  uninterrupted 
conversation.  But  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  he 
is  rather  amused  with  the  information  I  give 
him  than  disposed  to  consider  it  a  matter  of 
personal  concern.  I  presented  him  with  a 
tract,  which  he  received  as  a  favour  ;  and  fi- 
nally I  ventured  to  ask  him,  whether  Burman 
subjects,  who  should  consider  and  embrace  the 
Christian  religion,  would  be  liable  to  persecu- 
tion. He  replied,  "  Not  under  the  reign  of 
my  brother.  He  has  a  good  heart,  and  wishes 
all  to  believe  and  worship  as  they  please." 

Oct.  22. — Brother  Price  went  to  Ah-ma-rah- 
pore  to  meet  a  gentleman  just  arrived  from 
Rangoon,  who  we  hope  may  have  letters  for 
us.  Made  an  introductory  visit  t»  prince  T — , 
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second  ewn  brother  of  tlie  king.  He  received 
me  with  the  affability  which  characterizes  his 
intercourse  with  foreigners.  At  night  brother 
Price  returned  with  a  large  parcel  of  letters, 
and  magazines,  and  newspapers,  from  our  be- 
loved, far  distant  native  land,  and  what  was 
still  more  interesting  to  me,  eight  sheets  from 
Mrs.  Judson,  on  her  passage  towards  England, 
the  first  direct  intelligence  I  have  received 
from  her  since  she  left  Madras  roads.  The 
divine  blessing  appears  to  have  crowned  her 
efforts,  and  those  of  the  pious  captain  of  the 
ship,  to  the  hopeful  conversion  of  several  souls, 
and  among  others,  the  ladies  of  a  family  of 
rank,  her  fellow-passengers. 

Oct.  23. — Had  some  pleasant  conversation 
with  Moung  Z — ,  in  the  palace,  partly  in  the 
hearing  of  the  king.  At  length  his  majesty 
came  forward,  and  honoured  me  with  some 
personal  notice  for  the  second  time,  inquired 
much  about  my  country,  and  authorized  me 
to  invite  .American  ships  to  his  dominions,  as- 
suring them  of  protection,  and  offering  every 
facility  for  the  purposes  of  trade. 

Oct.  26.— While  I  lay  ill  with  the  fever  and 
ague,  some  days  ago,  a  young  man,  brother 
ef  an  officer  of  prince  M — ,  visited  me,  and 
listened  to  a  considerable  exposition  of  gospel 
truth.  Smce  then,  he  has  occasionally  called, 
and  manifested  a  desire  to  hear  and  know 
more.  This  evening  he  came  to  attend  our 
evening  worship,  and  remained  conversing  till 
9  o'clock.  1  hope  that  light  is  dawning  on  his 
mind.  He  desires  to  know  the  truth,  appears 
to  be,  in  some  degree,  sensible  of  his  sins,  and 
has  some  slight  apprehension  of  the  love  and 
grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Oct.  28. — Spent  the  forenoon  with  prince 
M — .  He  obtained,  for  the  first  time,  some 
view  of  the  nature  of  the  atonement,  and  cri- 
ed out  "  good,  good."  He  then  proposed  a 
number  of  objections,  which  I  removed  to  his 
apparent  satisfaction.  Our  subsequent  con- 
versation turned,  as  usual,  on  points  of  geogra- 
phy and  astronomy.  He  candidly  acknow- 
ledged that,  he  could  not  resist  my  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  Copernican  system  ;  and  that, 
if  he  admitted  them,  lie  must  also  admit  that 
the  Boodhist  system  was  overthrown. 

Oct.  29. — Made  an  introductory  visit  to  the 
great  prince,  so  called,  by  way  of  eminence, 
being  the  only  brother  of  the  queen,  and  sus- 
taining the  rank  of  chief  atwenwoon.  Have 
frequently  met  him  at  the  palace,  where  he 
has  treated  me  rather  uncourteously  ;  and  ray 
reception  to-day  was  such  as  I  had  too  much 
reason  to  expect. 

Oct.  30. — Spent  part  of  the  forenoon  with 
prince  M —  and  his  wife,  the  princess  of  S — , 
own  sister  of  the  king.  Gave  her  a  copy  of 
Mrs.  Judson's  Burman  Catechism,  with  which 
she  was  much  pleased.  They  both  appear  to 
be  somewhat  attached  to  me,  and  say,  do  not 
return  to  Rangoon,  but,  when  your  wife  ar- 
rives, call  her  to  Ava.  The  king  will  give  you 
a  piece  of  ground,  on  which  to  build  a  kyoung, 
a  house  appropriated  to  the  residence  of  sa- 
cred characters. 

Vol.  IV.  4 


Oct.  31. — Visited  the  atwenwoon  Moung 
K — ,  whom  I  have  frequently  met  at  the  pa- 
lace, who  has  treated  me  with  distinguished 
candour.  He  received  me  very  politely,  and, 
laying  aside  his  olficial  dignity,  entered  into  a 
most  spirited  dispute  on  various  points  of  reli- 
gion. He  pretended  to  niaintain  his  ground 
without  the  shadow  of  doubt ;  but  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  he  has  serious  doubts.  We  part- 
ed in  a  very  friendly  manner,  and  he  invited 
me  to  visit  him  occasionally. 

A'ov.  1.  Visited  the  Tset-kyah-woongyee, 
at  his  particular  request,  with  brother  Price. 
He  made  the  usual  inquiries,  medical  and  the- 
ological, and  treated  us  with  marked  polite- 
ness. 

.  The  woongyees,  of  which  there  are  four, 
rank  next  to  the  members  of  the  royal  family, 
being  public  ministers  of  state,  and  forming  the 
high  court  of  the  empire.  The  atwenwoons,  of 
which  there  are  six  or  seven,  may  be  terme 
private  ministers  of  state,  forming  the  priv,, 
council  of  the  king.  Next  in  rank  to  the  woon- 
gyees are  the  woondouks,  assistants  or  deputies 
of  the  woongyees.  The  subordinate  officers, 
both  of  the  palace  and  of  the  high  court,  are 
numerous. 

Understood  that,  according  to  the  public  re- 
gisters, 40,000  houses  have  removed  from  Ah 
mah-rah-pore  to  Ava,  the  new  capital,  and  that 
30,000  remain  The  Burmans  reckon  ten  per- 
sons, great  and  small,  to  a  house,  which  gives 
700,000  for  the  whole  population  of  the  me- 
tropolis of  Burraah. 

jYov.  12. — Spent  the  whole  forenoon  witli 
prince  M —  and  his  wife.  Made  a  fuller  dis- 
closure than  ever  before,  of  the  nature  of  the 
Christian  religion,  the  object  of  Christians  in 
sending  me  to  this  country,  my  former  repulse 
at  court,  and  the  reason  of  it,  our  exposure  to 
persecution  in  Rangoon,  the  affair  of  Moung* 
Shwa-gnong,  &c.  &£c.  They  entered  into  my 
views  and  feelings  with  considerable  interest ; 
but  both  said,  decidedly,  that  though  the  king 
would  not  himself  persecute  any  one  on  ac- 
count of  religion,  he  would  not  give  any  order 
exempting  from  persecution,  but  would  leave 
his  subjects,  throughout  the  empire,  to  the 
regular  administration  of  the  local  authorities. 

After  giving  the  prince  a  succinct  account 
of  my  religious  experience,  I  ventured  to  warn 
him  of  his  danger,  and  urge  him  to  make  the 
Christian  religion  his  immediate  personal  con- 
cern. He  appeared,  for  a  moment,  to  feel  the 
force  of  what  I  said,  but  soon  replied,  "  I  am 
yet  young,  only  twenty-eight.  I  am  desirous 
of  studying  all  the  foreign  arts  and  sciences. 
My  mind  will  then  be  enlarged,  and  I  shall  be 
capable  of  judging  whether  the  Christian  reli- 
gion be  true  or  not."  "  But  suppose  your 
highness  changes  worlds  in  the  mean  time." 
His  countenance  again  fell.  "  It  is  true,"  said 
he,  "  I  know  not  when  I  shall  die."  I  suggest- 
ed that  it  would  be  well  to  pray  to  God  for 
light,  which,  if  obtained,  would  enable  him  at 
once  to  distinguish  between  truth  and  false- 
hood ;  and  so  we  parted.  0,  Fountain  of 
Light !  shed  down  one  ray  into  the  mind  of 
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this  amiable  prince,  tliat  iie  may  become  a  pa- 
tron of  thine  infant  cause,  and  iqherit  an  eter* 
nal  crown. 

JVov.  14. — Another  interview  with  prince 
M — .  He  seemed  at  one  time  ahnost  ready  to 
give  up  the  religion  of  Gaudama,  and  listened, 
with  much  eagerness  and  pleasure,  io  the  evi- 
dences of  the  Christian  religion.  But  presently 
two  Burman  teachers  came  in,  with  whom  he 
immediately  joined,  and  contradicted  all  I 
said. 

JVbv.  18. — Visited  the  princess  of  T — ,  at 
her  particular  request.  She  is  the  eldest  own 
sister  of  the  king,  and  therefore,  according  to 
Burman  laws,  consigned  to  perpetual  celibacy. 
She  had  heard  of  me  from  her  brother-in-law, 
prince  M — ,  and  wished  to  converse  on  science 
and  religion.  Her  chief  officer  and  the  mayor 
of  the  city  were  present ;  and  w  e  carrie<l  on  a 
desultory  conversation,  such  as  necessarily 
takes  place  on  the  first  interview.  Her  high- 
ness treated  me  with  uncommon  affability  and 
respect,  and  invited  me  to  call  frequently. 

jVby.  26. — Have  been  confined  since  the  21st, 
with  a  thix'd  attack  of  the  fever  and  ague.  To- 
day went  to  the  palace,  and  presented  a  pe- 
tition for  a  certain  piece  of  ground  within  the 
walls  of  the  town,  "to  build  a  kvoung  on." 
The  king  granted  it,  on  condition  that  the 
ground  should  be  found  unoccupied. 

JVov.  28. — Spent  the  whole  day  at  the  palace, 
in  endeavouring  to  secure  the  ground  petition- 
ed for.  At  night  the  land  measurer  general's 
secretary  accompanied  me  to  ascertain  the 
premises,  and  make  out  a  plan  of  the  place. 

J\ov.  29. — The  land  measurer  general  re- 
ported to  the  atwenwoons  that  the  ground  was 
not  actually  occupied,  but  having  been  the  site 
of  a  kyoung,  when  formerly  the  city  was  the 
seat  of  government,  must  be  considered  sacred 
and  unalienable,  in  which  opinion  nearly  all 
the  atwenwoons  coincided,  notwithstanding 
the  king's  decision  to  the  contrary. 

Had  an  interesting  interview  with  prince 
M — ,  and  presented  him  with  a  copy  of  the 
three  last  chapters  of  Mattliew,  in  compliance 
with  his  wish  to  have  an  account  ot  the  death 
and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  appear- 
ed concerned  for  our  failure  to  day  in  the  pri 
vy  council,  but  still  maintained,  that  thou>:h 
the  ground  was  sacred,  it  might  with  proprie- 
ty be  given  to  a  priest,  though  not  a  priest  of 
Gau  Jama,  and  advised  me  to  make  another 
application  to  the  king. 

Dec.  25. — I  have  had  nothing  scarcely  of  a 
missionary  nature  to  notice  since  the  last  date, 
liaving  been  employed  most  of  the  time  (that 
is,  in  the  intervals  of  two  more  attacks  of  fever 
and  ague)  in  endeavouring  to  procure  a  piece 
of  ground  within  the  city,  but  have  been  de- 
feated at  every  point.  At  one  time  I  had  re- 
ceived the  king's  positive  order  for  the  place 
above-mentioned,  and,  at  considerable  ex- 
pense, passed  it  through  the  privy  council  and 
the  supreme  court,  as  far  as  the  chief  woon- 
gyee ;  but  as  soon  as  he  saw  it,  he  disputed  its 
propriety;  and  at  the  next  morning  levee, 
whi^'h  he  summoned  me  to  attend,  be  civilly 


told  his  majesty  that  the  ground  was  gacred, 
and  ought  not  to  be  given  away.  Three  of  the 
atwenwoons  joined  him.  The  king  at  first  re- 
mained silent ;  but  at  length  said,  "  Well,  give 
him  some  vacant  spot."  And  thus  was  the 
order  cancelled. 

In  prosecuting  this  business,  I  had  one  no- 
ticeable interview  with  the  king.  Brother 
Price  and  two  Eneflish  gentlemen  were  pre- 
sent. I  he  king  appeared  to  be  attracted  by 
our  number,  and  came  toward  us  ;  but  his  con- 
versation was  directed  chiefly  to  me.  He  again 
inquired  about  the  Burmans  who  had  embrac- 
ed my  religion  "  Are  they  real  Burmans 
Do  they  dress  like  other  Burmans  ?"  &lc.  I  had 
occasion  to  remark,  that  I  preached  every  Sun- 
day. '<  What !  in  Burman  Yes.  "  Let  us 
hear  how  vou  preach  "  I  hesitated.  An  at» 
wenwoon  repeated  the  order.  I  began  with  a 
form  of  worship  which  first  ascribes  glory  to 
God,  and  then  declares  the  commands  of  the 
law  of  the  gospel ;  after  which  I  stopt.  "  Go 
on,"  said  another  atwenwoon.  The  whole  court 
was  {)rofoundly  silent.  1  proceeded  with  a  few 
sentences  declarative  of  the  perfections  of  God, 
when  his  majesty's  curiosity  was  satisfied,  and 
he  interrupted  me.  In  the  course  of  subse- 
quent conversation,  he  asked  what  I  had  to 
say  of  Gaudama.  I  replied  that  we  all  knew 
he  was  the  son  of  king  Tliog-dau-dah-nah  ; 
that  we  regarded  him  as  a  wise  man  and  a 
great  teacher,  but  did  not  call  him  God.  "  That 
is  right,"  said  Moung  K.  IN.  an  atwenwoon 
who  has  not  hitherto  appeared  very  friendly  to 
me.  And  he  proceeded  to  relate  the  substance 
of  a  long  communication  which  I  lately  made 
to  him  in  the  privy  council  room  about  God 
and  Christ,  k.c  And  this  he  did  in  a  very 
clear  and  satisfactory  manner.  Moung  Z — , 
encouraged  by  all  this,  really  began  to  take 
the  side  of  God,  before  his  majesty,  and  said, 
Nearly  all  the  world,  your  majesty,  believe 
in  an  eternal  God  ;  all,  except  Burmah  and 
Siam,  these  little  spots  !"  His  majesty  remain- 
ed silent;  and  after  some  other  desultory  in- 
quiries he  abruptly  rose  and  retired. 

Jan.  2. — To-day  I  informed  the  king  that 
it  was  my  intention  to  return  to  Rangoon, 
"  Will  you  proceed  thence  to  your  own  coun- 
try  "  Only  to  Rangoon."  His  majesty  gave 
an  acquiescing  nod.  The  atwenwoon  .Moung 
Z — ,  inquired,  "  Will  you  both  go,  or  will  the 
doctor  remain  I  said  that  he  would  remain. 
Brother  Price  made  some  remark  on  the  ap- 
proaching hot  season,  and  the  inconvenience 
of  our  present  situation  :  on  which  Moung 
Z— ,  inferring  that  it  was  on  account  of  the 
climate  that  I  was  about  leaving,  turned  to 
me,  saying,  "Then  you  will  return  here  after 
the  hot  season."  I  looked  at  the  king,  and 
said,  that  if  it  was  convenient,  I  would  return; 
which  his  majesty  again  sanctioned  by  an  ac- 
quiescing nod  and  smile,  and  in  reply  to  bro- 
ther Price  said,  "  Let  a  place  be  given  him." 

In  the  evening  had  a  long  conversation  with 
Moung  Z —  on  religion.  He  believes  that  there 
is  an  eternal  God,  and  that  Gaudama,  and 
Christ,  and  Mahomet,  and  others,  are  great 
teachers,  Tvho  communicated  as  much  truth 
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respectively  as  they  could  ;  but  that  their  com- 
munications are  not  the  Word  of  God.  1  press- 
ed my  arguments  as  far  as  I  dared  ;  but  he 
seemed  to  have  reflected  much  on  the  subject, 
and  to  have  become  quite  settled  and  indexi- 
ble in  his  conclusions.  On  pa<tiiig,  however, 
he  remarked  ,  "  This  is  a  deep  and  difficult 
subject.  Do  you,  teacher,  consider  further,  and 
I  also  will  consider." 

Jan.  7. — Among  the  many  places  which  I 
endeavoured  in  vain  to  procure,  was  a  small 
one,  pleasantly  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  just  without  the  walls  of  the  town,  and 
about  a  mile  from  the  palace.  But  it  had 
been  appropriated  bv  the  chief  woon«;jee,  and 
partly  fenced  in,  with  the  intention  of  build- 
ing a  temporary  zayat  for  his  recreation  and 
refreshment,  when  .iccompanv ing  the  king  in 
that  quarter  of  the  city,  and  was,  tliercfore, 
placed  beyond  an>  reasonable  hope  of  attain- 
ment. Among  other  desperate  attempts,  how- 
ever, I  wrote  a  short  petition,  asking  for  that 
place,  and  begging  leave  to  express  my  grati- 
tude, by  presenting  a  certain  sum  of  ujoney 
He  read  the  paper,  and  smiling,  said — "  You 
are  indefatigable  in  your  search  after  a  place. 
But  you  cannot  have  that.  It  is  for  my  own 
use.  Nor,  if  otherwise,  could  you  get  it  for 
money.  Search  further."  This  evening  I 
sought  another  interview  with  the  chief  woon- 
gyee,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  find  him  at 
his  house,  lying  down,  surrounded  by  forty  or 
jSfty  of  his  people.  I  pressed  forward  into  the 
foremost  rank,  and  placed  myself  in  a  proper 
attitude.  After  a  while  his  eye  fell  upon  me, 
and  I  held  up  a  small  bottle  of  eau  de  luce, 
and  desired  to  present  it.  One  of  his  officers 
carried  it  to  him.  He  happened  to  b«-  much 
pleased  with  it,  and  sat  upright — <'  What  kind 
of  a  house  do  you  intend  to  build  V  I  told 
him,  but  added,  "  I  have  no  place  to  build  on, 
ray  lord  "  He  remained  in  a  meditating  alti- 
tude a  few  moments,  and  then  suddenly  re- 
plied, "  If  you  ioanf  ihe.  lilile  inclosure,  take 
it .'"  I  expressed  my  gratitude.  He  began  to 
take  more  notice  of  me — inquired  about  my 
character  and  profession,  and  then  entered, 
with  considerable  spirit,  on  the  subject  of  re- 
ligion. After  some  conversation,  he  de.sired 
a  specimen  of  my  mode  of  worship  and 
preaching,  and  I  was  obliged  to  repeat  much 
more  than  I  did  before  the  king  ;  for  w  henever 
I  desisted,  he  ordered  me  to  go  on.  When  his 
curiosity  was  satisfied,  he  lay  down,  and  I 
quietly  retired. 

Jan.  8. — After  taking  the  best  advice,  Bur- 
man  and  foreign,  I  weighed  out  the  sunj  of 
money  mentioned  in  the  private  petition,  toge- 
ther with  the  estimated  expense  of  fencing 
the  place  given  me  by  the  woongyee,  and  in 
the  evening  carried  it  to  his  house,  where  I 
was  again  fortunate  in  finding  him  in  the  same 
position  as  yesterday  evening.  A  few  noble- 
men and  their  attendants  were  present,  which 
prevented  me  from  immediately  producine:  the 
money.  His  excellency  soon  took  notice  of 
me,  and  from  7  o'clock  till  9,  the  time  was 
chiefly  occupied  in  conversation  on  religious 


subjects.  I  found  opportunity  to  bring  for- 
ward some  of  my  favourite  arguments,  one  of 
which,  in  particular,  seemed  to  carry  convic- 
tion to  the  minds  of  all  present,  and  extorted 
from  the  great  man  an  expression  of  praise- 
such  praise,  however,  as  is  indicative  of  sur- 
prise rather  than  approbation.  When  the 
company  retired,  my  people  at  the  outer  door 
overheard  one  say  to  another,  "  Is  it  not  plea- 
sant to  hear  this  foreign  teacher  converse  on 
religion  "  Ay,"  said  the  other,  "  but  his 
iloctrines  are  derogatory  to  the  hcnour  of 
Lord  Gaudama."  When  they  were  gone,  1 
presented  the  money,  saying  that  I  wished  to 
defray  the  expense  of  fencing  the  ground 
which  had  been  graciously  given  me.  His 
excellency  was  pleased  with  the  offer,  but 
gently  declined  accepting  any  thing.  He  then 
looked  steadily  at  n;e,  as  if  to  penetrate  into 
the  motives  of  my  conduct,  and  recollecting 
the  manoeuvres  of  the  first  English  settlers  ia 
Bengal,  thought  he  had  discovered  something 
— "  Understand,  teacher,  that  we  do  not  give 
you  the  entire  owning  of  this  ground.  We 
take  no  recompense,  lest  it  become  American 
territory.  We  give  it  to  you  for  your  present 
residence  only,  and  when  you  go  away  shall 
take  it  again  "  <'  When  I  go  away,  my  lord, 
those  at  whose  expense  the  house  is  to  be 
built  will  desire  to  place  another  teacher  in  my 
stead."  Very  well  ;  let  him  also  occupy 
the  place,  but  when  he  dies,  or  when  there  is 
no  teacher,  we  will  take  it."  "  In  that  case, 
my  lord,  take  it  " 

Jan.  10. — Spent  the  whole  of  yesterday  and 
to-day  with  various  secretaries  and  officers  of 
government,  in  getting  actual  possession  of 
the  ground  given  me. 

Jan.  13. — Built  a  small  house,  and  stationed 
one  of  the  disciples  and  family  to  keep  the 
place  durin    my  absence. 

Jan.  18. — Removed  to  Chagaing,  into  a 
house  which  Prince  M —  has  allowed  brother 
Price  to  build  on  his  ground,  in  expectation 
that  a  change  of  air  and  residence  would  re- 
lieve me  from  the  fever  and  ague,  under  which 
1  suffer  nearly  every  other  day.  It  is  my  in- 
tention, however,  to  return  immediately  to 
Rangoon,  the  time  being  nearly  expired  which 
I  at  first  proposed  to  spend  in  Ava,  and  the 
ends  for  which  I  came  up  being  sufficiently 
gained. 

Jan.  22. — Took  leave  of  Prince  M— .  He 
desired  me  to  return  soon,  and  bring  with  me 
all  the  Christian  Scriptures  and  translate  them 
into  Burman ;  "  for,"  said  he,  "  1  wish  to  read 
them  all." 

Jan  24. — Went  to  take  leave  of  the  king, 
in  company  with  Mr.  L.,  collector  of  the  port 
of  Rangoon,  who  arrived  last  evening.  We 
sat  a  few  moments  conversing  together.— 
"  What  are  you  talking  about .-'"  said  his  ma- 
jesty. "  He  is  speaking  of  his  return  to  Ran- 
goon," replied  Mr.  L.  "  W'hat  does  he  re- 
turn for  ?  Let  him  not  return.  Let  them 
both  (that  is,  brother  Price  and  myself)  stay 
together  If  one  goes  away,  the  other  must 
remain  alone,  and  will  be  unhappy."    "  Ho 
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wishes  to  go  for  a  short  time  onl^',"  replied 
Mr.  L.,  "to  bring  his  wife,  the  female  teacher, 
and  his  goods,  not  having  brought  any  thing 
with  him  this  time,  and  lie  will  return  soon." 
His  majesty  looked  at  me,  "  Will  you  then 
come  again  ?"    1  repUed  in  the  affirmative. 

When  you  come  again,  is  it  your  intention 
to  remain  permanently,  or  will  you  go  back 
and  forth,  as  foreigners  commonly  do.  ' — 
"  When  I  come  again,  it  is  my  intention  to 
remain  permanently."  "  Very  well,"  said  his 
majesty,  and  withdrew  into  his  inner  apart- 
ment. 

Heard  to-day  of  the  death  of  Mah  Myat-la, 
sister  of  Mah  Men-la,  one  of  the  most  stead- 
fast of  the  ehurch  in  Rangoon. 

Jan.  25. — Embarked  in  a  small  boat,  in- 
tending to  go  day  and  night,  and  touch  no 
where,  in  order  to  avoid  the  robbers,  of  which 
we  have  lately  had  alarming  accounts. 

Feb.  2. — Lord's-day. — At  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning  reached  Rangoon,  seven  days  from 
Ava. 

The  Nan-dau-gong  disciples  soon  came  over 


from  Dah-lah,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ri- 
ver, whither  they  and  the  Pah-tsooan-doung 
disciples  and  inquirers  have  taken  refuge,  to 
escape  the  heavy  taxations  and  the  illegal  ha- 
rassments  of  every  kind,  allowed  under  the 
new  viceroy  of  Rangoon.  Others  of  the  dis- 
ciples have  fled  elsewhere,  so  that  there  is  not 
a  single  one  remaining  in  Rangoon,  except 
three  or  four  with  us  The  iNan-tlau-gong  dis- 
ciples' house  has  been  demolished,  and  their 
place  taken  by  governu.ent,  at  the  instigation 
of  their  neighbours,  who  hate  them  on  ac- 
count of  reHgion.  Mah  Myat-la  died  before 
the  removal.  Her  sister  gave  me  the  particu- 
lars of  her  death.  Some  of  her  last  expres- 
siens  were — I  put  my  trust  in  Jesus  Christ — 
I  love  to  pray  to  him — am  not  afraid  of  death 
— shall  soon  be  with  Christ  in  heaven." 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Judson,  in  England,  in- 
forms me  that  she  is  going  to  America,  and 
will  not  be  here  under  several  months.  I  pro- 
pose, therefore,  waiting  her  return,  and  occu- 
pying  the  interval  in  finishing  the  translation 
of  the  New  Testament. 


SYNODS  OF  N.  YORK  Si  N.  JERSEY. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  late  Synod  of 
JVeic-  York  and  J^eio-Jerseij,  comprising  nine  pres- 
byteries and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  congre- 
gations, vvas  divided  into  two  Synods,  denominated 
the  Syned  of  New-  York  and  the  Synod  of  JVew- 
Jersey.  The  former  embraces  the  first  and  second 
Presbyteries  of  New-York,  and  the  Presbyteries 
of  Long-Island,  Hudson,  and  North-River;  and 
the  latter  the  Presbyteries  of  New-Brunswick, 
Jersey,  Newton,  and  Susquehanna.  Both  Synods, 
in  obedience  to  the  injunction  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, met  and  organized  on  the  third  Tuesday 
in  October;  the  one  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
and  the  other  in  Newark,  New- Jersey. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  MINUTES  OF  THE  SYNOD  OF 
NEW-YORK. 

"  The  subjects  presented  for  tlie  consideration 
of  Synod,  in  the  letter  received  from  the  Do- 
mestic Secretary  of  the  United  Foreign  Mission- 
ary Society,  were  called  up,  and  the  following  re- 
solutions were  adopted  : — 

*'  Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  con- 
gregations under  the  care  of  this  Synod,  to  take 
order  for  the  support  of  Indian  children,  under 
any  names  which  they  may  think  proper  to 
designate. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
congregations  under  the  care  of  this  Synod,  to 
appropriate  the  monies  collected  at  the  Monthly 


Concert  to  the  funds  of  the  United  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  stated  clerk  transmit  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  several  churches 
under  the  care  of  the  Synod." 

NARRATIVE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  RELIGION, 

In  the  Churches  under  the  care  of  the  Synod  of 
Kew-  York. 

The  Synod  of  New-York,  in  preparing  a  narra- 
tive of  the  state  of  religion  in  the  churches  under 
their  care,  commence  with  an  earnest  expression 
of  gratitude  to  their  ever-living  and  adorable 
Saviour  and  Mediator,  that  He  has  not  forsaken 
His  heritage,  nor  forgotten  the  work  of  His  hands 
— that  He  preserves,  by  His  Almighty  presence, 
the  flock  He  has  purchased  with  His  own  blood  ; 
notwithstanding  the  weakness  and  waywardness 
of  the  sheep  of  His  pasture,  and  the  craft  and 
cruelty  of  the  wolves  that  raven  around  the  fold  ; 
and  that  however  the  inclination  to  unbelief  and 
discouragement  may  be  exceeding  great — when 
the  flesh  and  blood  of  the  under-shepherds  are 
remembered,  and  the  enthralments  of  temptation 
which  are  around  His  visible  members  are  ob- 
served— yet  is  their  confidence  in  the  source  of 
vital  influences  unabated,  and  their  assurance 
unchanged,  that  hereafter  from  Hiin  in  whom  is 
the  spirit  without  measure,  there  shall  be  an  effu- 
sion which  will  convert  the  most  desolate  and  de- 
praved regions  into  the  garden  of  God. 

The  Synod  would  gratefully  acknowledge  that 
during  the  many  years  past,  upon  which  they  cas' 
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a  glance  at  tlie  opening  of  this  report,  their  as- 
cended and  All-powerful  Lord  has  not  left  all  that 
His  preached  Gospt-I,  and  divine  ordinances,  and 
accompanying  spirit  are  to  effect,  to  be  matters 
of  faitli  and  visions  of  prophecy  ;  and  they  pro- 
ceed to  narrate  what  is  recorded  histoiy,  and  in 
reference  to  the  growth  of  our  churches,  will- 
then  ask  ail  their  brethren  in  the  great  Salvation 
to  exclaim,  in  devout  admiration,  "  U  hat  hath 
God  wrought  !"  Such  an  expression  especially 
becomes  them  at  this  juncture,  when  the  growth 
of  the  churches  formerly  under  the  care  of  the 
Synod  of  Aew-York  and  New-Jersey  has  been 
such  as  to  cause  a  separation  in  that  body,  and  the 
formation  of  two  independent  Synods.  Not  the 
straitness  of  the  land,  but  the  density  of  the  popu- 
lation, has  led  to  this  amicable  division  ;  and  it 
seems  important  that  this  circumstance  should  be 
distinctly  adverted  to,  as  the  present  is  the  first 
meeting  erer  held  by  the  Synod  of  New-York. 
Although  we  have  become  two  bands,  we  each 
surname  ourselves  by  the  name  of  the  God  of 
Israel,  and  we  rejoice  that  in  the  kind  Providence 
of  the  King  of  Zion,  it  has  become  necessary  to 
form  two  camps,  wher^^  not  long  ago  the  militant 
church  set  up  the  standard  of  the  Cross  with 
numbers  less  than  the  three  hundred  in  the  com- 
pany of  Gideon.  May  each  Synod  prove,  by 
deeds  of  valour  in  the  service  of  the  Lord  of 
Hosts,  that  God  is  in  the  midst  of  us  of  a  t  uth, 
and  by  a  continual  advance  into  the  w  ilderness 
before  ui,  which  is  the  possession  of  the  Ei  emy 
of  mankind,  that  we  are  all  following  the  moving 
pillar  of  cloud  and  fire,  and  are  never  to  rest  till 
the  whole  land  be  possessed,  and  an  inheritance 
in  Jerusalem  secured. 

This  Synod  gladly  report,  that  they  find  many 
proofs  of  such  an  advance,  how  ever  the  standard- 
bearers  sometimes  faint  when  pursuing,  or  the 
church,  but  partially  sanctified,  fails  to  make  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  exclusively  its  rereward. 

This  Synod,  since  the  separation,  is  composed 
of  five  presbyteries,  and  seventy-four  ministers, 
and  seventy-seven  congregations,  the  following 
particulars,  in  reference  to  which,  are  to  be  no- 
ticed. 

They  in  the  first  place  deplore,  that  in  narrow- 
ing down  their  field  of  observation  within  the 
limits  of  the  past  year,  it  becomes  their  duty  to 
report  that  great  coldness  has  per\  aded  most  of 
their  churches—little  effect  from  a  preached  Gos- 
pel been  manifest,  and  little  fruit  reaped  in  pro- 
portion to  the  seed  sown  It  follows  from  this 
fact  that  all  the  churches  are  now  called  to  hu- 
miliation, and  mourning,  and  prayer,  that  the 
tilings  which  remain  and  are  ready  to  die  may 


be  strengthened ;  and  things  which  are  not,  bring 
to  nought  things  that  are. 

fn  the  Presbytery  of  Long-Iiland,  there  is 
much  to  lament  in  the  little  pcwer  which  the 
church  has  exerted  u\  on  the  world  around,  or 
upon  Its  own  members,  in  proportion  to  what 
might  have  been  expected  from  former  expei  ience 
of  the  Lord  s  mercies.  In  general,  the  preaching 
of  the  Word,  the  administration  of  the  ordi- 
nances, the  catechetical  instruction  of  the  chil- 
dren, societies  for  social  prayer,  and  religious 
and  charitable  associations,  have  all  been  con- 
tinued ;  yet  there  has  not  been  that  increase  in 
this  presbytery  which  the  fermenting  nature  of 
the  leaven  of  truth  leads  us  to  anticipate. 

A  cloud  rests  upon  churches  where  we  have  in 
former  tirries  gladly  reported  that  the  Spirit  de- 
scended in  showers  of  blessing.  We  find,  how- 
ever, an  omen  for  good  in  the  lamentations  which 
the  Synqd  has  heard  trom  the  members  of  that 
presbytery,  and  in  the  fact  that  their  eyes  have 
not  become  so  accustomed  to  ti  e  darkness  as  not 
to  miss  the  light,  nor  their  hearts  too  heavy  to 
implore  a  refreshing  from  God's  presence.  The 
presbytery  very  w  isely  selected  the  most  effectual 
means  to  obtain  those  best  gifts  they  covet  ear- 
nestly. In  September  last  they  appointed  a  day 
in  which  the  churches  should  assemble  to  pray  for 
a  revival  of  God  s  work  in  the  midst  of  them ; 
the  consequence  of  which  has  been  highly  benefi- 
cial ;  the  activity  of  the  ministers  has  been  in- 
creased, the  attention  of  the  people  excited,  and 
the  eyes  of  all  are  directed  to  the  heavens,  whence 
Cometh  their  help. 

The  Synod  would  embrace  this  occasion  to 
enforce  upon  the  observance  ot  their  churches  the 
imitation  of  this  example  The  prayer  of  two 
is  prevalent  in  heaven — a  threefold  cord  is  not 
easily  broken  ;  the  cry  of  a  whole  church  will 
not  fail  to  reach  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth, 
when  it  has  no  other  object  but  to  implore  that  he 
would  glorify  his  name  and  save  sinnerS,  and  is 
founded  upon  no  other  appeal  than  the  divine 
covenant  that  He  will  enlarge  Zion,  and  make 
the  place  of  his  feet  glorious,  and  cause  an  innu- 
merable multitude  to  wash  their  garments  white 
in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  W  e  would  solemnly 
recommend  periods  of  fasting  and  pi  ayer  to  be 
appointed,  not  only  by  presbyteries,  but  by  indi- 
vidual churches,  ia  which  they  shall  mightily  in- 
treat  the  Lord,  and  "give  him  no  rest  till  he  es- 
taflish  Zion — till  He  make  her  a  name  and  a 
praise  in  all  the  earth."  We  say  to  our  churches 
that  there  be  some  devils  which  go  not  out  but  by 
fasting  and  prayer,  and  some  clouds  which  pass 
not  away  but  by  patient  intercession^  and  some 
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blessings  which  come  not  without  long  waiting— 
the  husbandman  waiteth  ior  the  precious  fruit 
of  the  earth,  and  hath  long  patience  for  ii,  until 
he  receive  the  early  and  latter  rain,  "  and  there- 
fore, if  the  night  he  as  dark  as  Jacob  found  it  at 
the  ford  Jabbok,  abstain  not  Irom  wrestling,  the 
BJigel  of  the  covenant  is  not  far  away — the  day 
will  soon  dawn,  and  then  you  will  "  name  the 
place  Peuiel." 

Of  the  state  of  religion  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Presljytery  of  Hudson,  the  Synod  can  make 
no  very  favourable  report.  The  churches  in  this 
district  have  grown,  yet  in  small  measure,  and 
the  accessions  fall  far  short  of  what  the  zeal  and 
affectionate  interest  ol  the  pastors  de.sire.  Except 
in  G-  shen,  where  more  than  ordinary  attention 
has  been  exhibited,  there  is  much  coldness,  and 
we  can  only  find  in  the  general  habits  of  attention 
to  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  and  duties  of  fa- 
mily devotion  among  Christians,  and  instruction  of 
the  youth,  what  proves  to  us  that  God  is  yet  pre- 
sent with  his  servants. 

In  the  Presbytery  of  North  River,  the  Synod 
find  much  the  same  state  of  things  which  is  re- 
ported by  the  presbyteries  just  mt-ntioned — it  is 
added  only,  that  the  Sabbath-school  in  INewburgh 
has  been  reniarkably  numerous,  and  we  hope  the 
seed  of  eternal  life  is  not  only  scattered  over  a 
large  surface,  but  sunk  into  some  precious  hearts. 

Of  the  Presbytery  of  New- York,  composed  of 
23  churches,  17  of  which  are  in  the  city,  the  Sy- 
nod can  speak  the  most  in  detail,  as  the  reports 
from  its  members  have  been  the  most  explicit. — 
They  find  it  specially  to  be  commended  that  the 
ministers  and  elders  of  the  churches,  in  their  offi- 
cial character,  are  diligently  employed  in  en- 
larging the  hounds  of  Zion,  in  sending  the  Gos- 
pel, if  not  into  the  highways  and  hedges,  yet 
into  tlie  garrets  and  cellars  of  that  crowded  me- 
tropolis ;  that  presbyterian  churches  are  rising  in 
every  direction,  tlnee  having  been  completed 
during  the  last  year;  and  that  they  are  filling 
■with  Chr.slians,  who  think  it  not  enough  to  gather 
the  manna  which  falls  at  their  own  door,  but  who 
endeavour  in  some  n>easure  to  fulfil  the  great 
command  of  our  Lord,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to 
every  creature.  In  the  unexampled  growth  of 
these  churches,  the  efforts  of  missionaries,  the 
zeal  of  private  Christians,  we  see  the  seeds  of 
health  and  everlasting  life  to  that  city  whence 
death  annually  carries  so  many  to  the  bar  of  ^od 
and  sealing  of  eternit}  ;  and  we  anxiously  pray 
that  the  period  may  not  be  far  distant  when  its 
dense  population  will  be  purified,  its  caves  and 
haunts  of  wickedness  abandoned,  its  churches 
ten  times  multiplied,  its  family  altars  be  nume- 


rous as  its  household  fires,  and  the  members  of 
the  body  of  Christ  be  many  as  its  breathing  im- 
mortals. Until  that  happy  issue  of  their  prayers 
and  labours,  the  Synod  says — let  no  man  give 
over — let  no  man  rob  God  of  a  seventh  of  his 
tune,  or  a  tenth  of  his  substance,  lest  such  an  one 
be  counted  an  enlarger  of  breaches,  a  breaker 
down  of  houses  to  dwell  in. 

In  the  case  of  individual  churches,  the  Synod 
have  to  note  that  special  encouragement  has  been 
given  to  the  practice  of  strict  catechetical  iostruc- 
tion,  from  the  success  experienced  by  the  pastor 
of  the  Cedar-strett  church  during  the  fifteen 
years  of  his  ministry  in  that  place. 

In  the  Brick  Church  there  has  been  rather  an 
increase  in  external  attention,  but  not  so  many 
proofs  of  the  spirit's  influence  in  the  conviction 
and  conversion  of  sinners,  as  were  reported  at  a 
former  period.  The  elders,  together  with  private 
Christians  in  this  church,  are  active  in  aiding 
their  pastor — visiting  the  sick,  conducting  meet- 
ings .or  social  prayer,  and  piomotu.g  the  cause 
of  Christ,  with  an  unusual  zeal,  and  orderly  dis- 
tribution of  their  force  and  intelligence  ;  and  the. 
Synod  would  commend  their  example,  especially 
to  the  eldership  in  our  churches. 

In  the  Wall-.'^treet  Church,  the  state  of  religion 
is  more  prosperous  than  in  any  former  year  ex* 
cept  the  last. 

The  New  Church  in  Provost-street  has  expe- 
rienced much  success.  The  revival  which  was 
reported  to  the  Synod  last  year  in  the  Orange- 
street  Church  continues,  and  the  Session  have  re. 
ceived  an  addition  of  129  members,  102  of  whom 
are  from  the  world. 

It  is  in  general  to  be  remarked,  of  the  Spring- 
street  church,  that  religion  has  been  flourishing  ; 
81  having  been  added  to  the  communion  during 
the  past  year,  36  of  whom  were  from  the  world  ; 
and  of  the  :,roome  street,  Bowery,  Brooklyn, 
and  Seventh  Presbyterian  Churches,  that  the 
success  of  the  Gospel  has  been  encouraging. 

In  the  Rutgers'-street  Church,  eflfects  more 
conspicuous  have  been  wrought,  as  we  trust,  by 
the  divine  spirit.  Within  the  last  year  172 
members  have  been  added  to  the  communion, 
136  of  these  upon  confession  of  their  faith,  of 
whom  0  are  heads  of  families. 

In  connecting  with  the  foregoing  narrative,  a 
report  of  the  state  of  religion  in  the  churches 
under  the  care  of  the  Second  Pr  esbytery  of  New- 
York,  the  Synod  notice,  as  a  chief  sul>ject  of 
gratitude,  that  the  history  of  the  last  year  has 
happily  shown  that  our  union  did  not  bring  toge- 
ther discordant  materials,  and  that  the  visible 
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-temple  of  the  Lord  has  in  this  case  gone  op 
without  noise.  Our  brethren  from  that  presbytery 
report  the  unanimity  of  their  churches  in  this 
anion,  and  the  general  SLfTection  which  subsists  in 
the  midst  of  their  own  churches,  and  with  the 
sister  churches  around  them. 

From  the  Marray-street  Church  the  next  re- 
port promises  to  be  more  ample  and  animating, 
as  their  pastor  has  been  lately  installed,  and  is 
about  to  make  trial  of  his  ministry  with  every 
encouragement.  In  the  other  churches  the  word 
of  God,  auad  the  holy  ordinances,  are  n-gularly 
dispensed.  Those  who  sow  faithfully  and  boun- 
tifully, shedl  reap  in  like  measure. 

The  sutistical  report^  from  the  other  presbyte- 
ries are  not  complf^te,  but  within  the  first  pres- 
bytery of  New- York  alone,  733  have  been  added 
to  the  communion  during  the  year  past,  and  of 
the  other  presbyteries  together.  233,  about  the 
usual  proportion  of  whom  have  been  upon  con- 
fession of  their  faith. 

Tlie  Synod  judge  it  important  to  notice  for  the 
edification  of  their  churches,  that  in  several  in- 
stances the  highest  act  of  discipline  has  become 
necessary  ;  and  the  Sj  nod  would  improve  this 
saddening  providence,  by  reminding  all  the  mem- 
bers under  their  super\-ision  that  Christ  has  given 
to  each  church,  not  only  the  power  of  admission, 
but  of  exclusion,  and  that  this  great  remedy  of 
offences  is  of  divine  authority  ;  there  is  no  other 
manner  in  which  apostates  can  be  dismissed  than 
thro'  public  excommunication — their  admission  has 
been  public,  so  must  be  their  rejection.  If  aught 
could  be  expected  to  silence  clamour  against  the 
Church  of  Christ,  it  might  be  the  sufficient  rea- 
son, that  such  are  its  terms  of  compact— once  a 
member,  and  you  abide  a  member  innocent  of 
public  scandal  till  death,  or  you  will  be  exhorted, 
and  warned,  and  intreated,  and  if  your  sin  force 
the  matter  so  far,  suspended  and  excommunicated 
— but  you  cannot  secretly  retire.  But  we  sustain 
this  institution  neither  from  the  reasonableness  of 
the  thing,  nor  from  voluntary  compact,  but  from 
absolute  divine  authority  ;  and  until  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  shall  come  in  the  Doomsday,  to  re- 
claim the  keys,  he  says  to  the  Churches  and  their 
delegated  offieers,  when  they  judge  according  to 
the  Scriptures,  "  whosesoever  sins  ye  remit,  they 
are  remitted  mito  them,  and  whosesoever  sins  ye 
retain,  they  are  retained." 

Upon  a  review  of  the  whole,  tlie  synod  state 
that  they  find  in  all  their  churches  that  family 
worship  and  catochetical  instruction  is  attended 
to,  and  benevolent  societies  fostered,  and  the 
monthly  concert  for  prayer  held,  which,  in  the 
language  of  one  «f  the  sessions,  is  found  to  be 


"  as  the  tree  of  life  in  the  midst  of  the  street  of 
the  heavenly  city  and  on  either  side  of  the  river, 
which  y-ieldetb  her  fruit  every  month,  and  the 
leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations." 

The  United  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and 
the  United  Domestic  iVIissionary  Society,  deserve 
and  receive  from  the  several  churches  under  our 
care,  no  small  portion  of  patronage  ;  we  would 
most  emphatically  commend  them  to  the  liberality 
of  all  :  they  are  mighty  instruments,  which  have 
been  brought  out  to  the  help  of  the  Lord — the  field 
of  operation  of  one  is  rich  as  the  souls  of  our 
white  population  are  valuable — that  of  the  ether, 
extended  as  our  Western  forests  May  they  soon 
possess  the  land  they  work  in,  in  all  its  length  and 
breadth. 

The  American  Bible  Society  is  supported  no- 
bly within  our  limits,  and  acts  through  the  wide 
sphere  of  influence  which  its  name  contemplates. 

It  remains  to  inform  the  churches  belonging  to 
this  Synod,  that  they  stand  bound  by  their  repre- 
sentatives, in  connexion  with  the  Synod  of  New- 
Jersey,  to  fill  up  the  endowment  of  a  Professor- 
ship in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton; 
to  which  service  they  have  expressed  their  readi- 
ness more  than  one  year  ago,  and  in  which  it  is 
hoped  their  zeal  now  may  provoke  many.  *'  As 
there  was  a  readiness  to  will,  so  may  there  be  a 
performance  out  of  that  which  ye  have."  If  the 
members  of  our  churches  make  their  possession 
the  rule  of  their  donation,  there  will  be  no  lack  to 
him  that  giveth,  and  no  want  to  that  Institution 
to  which  we  have  promised  this  supply 

Although  in  this  report  negatives  have  not  been 
dwelt  upon,  nor  what  has  not  been  done  been 
Stated,  the  Synod  cannot  permit  this  narrative  to 
go  to  their  churches  without  again  enforcing  the 
duty  of  humiliation  and  prayer.  God  has  not  bless- 
ed us  cis  in  years  past ;  th*^  public  sins  are  crying 
evils  ;  because  of  intemperance  and  cursing  the 
land  mourns,  and  because  of  the  profanation  of 
the  Sabbath  ;  reasons  are  innumerable  within  and 
without  the  church,  why  they  should  be  prayerful 
and  vigilant ;  and  while  we  would  not  sadden  the 
hearts  of  the  faithful,  or  cherish  ingratitude, 
since  God  has  left  us  a  remnant,  we  enjoin  such 
exercises  upon  all  who  have  put  themselves  under 
our  general  superintendence. 

In  concluding  the  whole  report,  the  Synod  find 
every  reason  in  the  facts  under  their  observation, 
to  stimulate  them  to  exertion  in  the  cause  of  the 
Lord,  which  is  in  the  end  to  prevail  over  all  the 
principalities  and  powers  of  darkness.  However 
the  ground  may  look  gloomy  when  they  survey 
the  corruption  and  death  which  arc  its  prime  ele- 
ments since  the  fall  of  man,  they  rejoice  that  the 
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spirit  of  God,  the  Creator  and  Redeemer,  is  in  the 
midst  of  the  chaos,  and  that  the  new  creation  is 
now  remoulding,  and  the  IN'ew  Jerusalem  soon  to 
descend  out  of  heaven,  to  greet  the  multitude  of 
converts  which  the  Gospel  shall  make  in  this  ruin- 
ed earth.  And  th6  Synod  would  never  forget, 
that  in  that  New  Jerusalem  are  already'  gathered 
a  cloud  of  witnesses  from  this  portion  of  Christ's 
church — that  tfie.re  are  Bishops  and  Evangelists 
who  have  toiled  upon  the  same  cold  earth,  within 
the  same  limits  where  they  labour ;  and  that  on 


the  spot  where  they  now  assemble,  Edwards,  snS 
Brainerd,  and  W  hitefield  have  prraclied  ;  and  that 
since  that  time,  bright  stars  have  ascended  I'rom 
hence  to  shine  forever  amidst  the  lustre  of  heaven. 

"  Now  the  God  of  Peace,  that  brought  again 
from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesas,  that  great  Shep- 
herd of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the  ever- 
lasting covenant,  make  you  perfect  in  every  good 
work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that  which  is" 
well-pleasing  m  his  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ, 
to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  ^^rnen. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  UNITED  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY; 
During  the  Month  of  October ,  1823. 


D.  c. 

From  the  Female  Auxiliary  Society  of  Mar- 
tinsburgh.  Va.  to  constitute  the  Rev.  Charles 
P.  Krauth  a  life  memUer,  by  Miss  Annabeila 
Anderson,  Treasurer,  through  the  band  of 
Bernard  C.  Wolff.  Ksq.       .      .      .      .      SO  00 

Collection  at  the  monthly  concert  in  the  7th 
Presbyterian  Church  in  N.  Y.  by  the  Rev. 
E.  W.  Baldwin  7  72 

Collection  at  the  monthly  concert  in  the  Brick 
Presbyterian  Church,  N.  Y.  by  Mr.  Stephen 
Lock  wood,  17  37 

Collection  .it  the  m  onthly  concert  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Cedar-street,  NY.     .       13  17 

Collection  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Sa- 
lem, Washington  county,  N.  Y.  by  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Tomb,     ......      10  00 

Collection  at  the  monthly  concert  in  the  Rev. 
Mr.  M'LeodV  Church  in  Cedar-street,  N.  Y. 
by  iVlr.  A.  Rose,  7  11 

Avails  of  a  missionary  field,  cultivated  by  the 
Agricultural  Missionary  Society  of  Gran- 
ville, Washington  county,  N,  Y.  by  Mr.  Amus 
Savage,  Treasurer,   20  00 

Avails  of  a  missionary  field,  cultivated  by  a 
few  individuals  in  Moriah,  Essex  county, 
N.  Y.  by  Mr.  .lonas  Reed,  .      .      .      .  '     7  20 

Collection  at  tli<'  monthly  concert  in  the  6tb 
Presbyterian  Church,  Philadelphia,  by  Alex- 
ander Henry,  Esq.       ...  .        9  07 

Collection  at  the  nionth'y  concert  in  the  5th 

Presbyterian  Church  in  Phil,  by  do.         .      20  69 

Avails  of  a  missionary  bus  oi  the  Sabbath 
School  belonging  to  the  Pres.  Church  in 
New-Erunswick.  N.  J  1  00 

Part  of  the  profits  arising  from  the  publication 
of  a  work  entitled  Narrative  of  a  Private 
Soldier,"  by  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Engles  of  Phi- 
ladelphia.    20  00 

From  Miss  Betsy  Marsh,  of  Brunswick,  Rens- 
selaer county.  N.  Y  2  75 

Added  by  tlif  Rev.  John  Younglove,  on  en- 
closing Miss  Marsh's  donation,    ...  25 

From  Mr.  Joseph  Otis,  of  Stratford,  Conn  to 
constitute  himself  a  life  member,  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Proudfit,       ....  .      SO  00 

From  a  friend  of  Indian  missions,  by  do.  1  00 

Collcctittn  at  the  monthly  concert  in  the  Pres- 
byterian ('hurch  in  v\  ilkesbarre,  Penn.  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Gildersleeve,         .       .  19  70 

From  a  friend  to  missions  in  South  Salem, 
West  Chester  county,  N.  Y.  by  Mr.  Matthew 
Mead,   .        2  00 

For  the  education  of  a  heathen  child,  to  be 
named  Charles  Samuel  Stewart,  by  a  female 
friend  to  missions,  .  .  . '  .  .  12  00 
From  the  Female  Auxiliary  Assocjati  >n  be- 
longing to  the  Rev.  Mr  Phillips'  congrega- 
tion, in  .>Jew-York,  twelve  dollars  of  the 
amount  are  to  educate  a  heathen  girl  hy  the 
name  of  Frances  Phillips,  by  Mrs.  A.  Ogil- 
v.p.  Treasurer   34  25 


D.  C. 

From  the  Cent  Society  of  North  Branch,  So- 
merset CO.  N.  J.  by  Mr.  John  M.  Schenck, 
Treasurer,   25  20 

Collection  at  a  special  public  meeting  in  the 
Brick  Church,  N.  Y   190  42 

Donation  by  the  Rev.  John  Boyd,  of  Monti- 
cello.  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.       .       .       .         9  00 

From  the  Female  Benev  olent  Society  of  Free- 
hold, Monmouth  county,  N.J.  by  Miss  Sarah 
Wickey,  Treasurer,  through  the  hands  of  tlie 
Rev.  Dr.  WoodhuU  15  00 

From  the  Mis^sionary  Society  in  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  in  Princeton,  N.  J.  by  Mr. 
George  Stebbins  13  30 

From  the  Auxiliary  Society  of  Ghent,  Colum- 
bia county,  N.  Y.  by  Mr.  John  C.  Hogeboom, 
Treasurer,  through  the  Rev.  Peter  S.  Wyn- 
koop.  President,  IS  00 

Colhcted  at  the  monthly  concert  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Orange,  N.  J.  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Hillyer,  6  00 

From  Mr.  William  Rankin,  a  member  of  the 
2d  Presbyterian  Church  in  Newark,  N.  J. 
being  a  fourth  part  of  the  monthly  avails  of 
a  certain  branch  of  business,  the  profits  of 
which  are  divitkd  between  the  Missionary, 
Education,  Bible,  ahd  Tract  Societies,  by 
the  Rev.  .Mr.  Hay,  ....         I  OG 

From  the  ladies  "of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Congregation  in  Baltimore,  to  constitute 
their  pas-or,  the  Rev.  William  Nevins,a  life 
member,  by  Mr.  George  T.  Dunbar,   .     ..      30  00 

From  an  association  of  lads  in  the  academy 
at  Athens.  Bradfo  d  rounty,  Penn.  by  the 
Rev.  lames  Williamson,     .       .      .      .        2  00 

Collected  at  the  monthly  concert  in  the  church 

a(  di>.  by  do  3  00 

Fnnn  the  presbytery  of  Nortlnamberlaud,  Pa. 
to  aid  in  the  redemption  of  Nicholas,  a  co- 
loured man,  at  the  Harmony  station,  by  the 
Rev.  John  11.  Patterson,  through  the  hand  of 
fllr.  John  Montgomery,      .  .      20  00 

From  Miss  Klizabeth  Riggs,  of  N.  J.  first  pay- 
ment for  educating  a  child  at  the  Seneca 
or  Calaraugus  Mission,  by  the  name  of  Pre- 
serve Riggs,  12  00 

From  the  youne  ladies  of  the  Female  Aca- 
demy at  Newtown,  Long-Island,  by  Mrs. 
Bruce,  10  Od 

From  the  ladies  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  in  Market-street.  N.  Y.  to  constitute 
their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  M'.Murray.  a  life 
member,  by  Miss  Jane  F.  i^niffen  and  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Sproull.      .       •      .       .      .      30  00 

From  the  Female  Industrious  Society  of 
Doylestown  Pa.  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Hyde,      14  00 

From  Isaac  Bronson,  Ksq.  to  constitute  him  - 
self a  life  member,  by  Mr.  E.  Lord,    .      .      30  00 

Total,   §696  26 
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